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Goddess Yogeswari alias
Goddess Kali Devi

Santhipriya

Bangalore is known for its ancient temples many of which are thousand year
old. In one of such temples Goddess Kali Devi temple, has the statue of

Goddess Kali appearing only with her face above ground level with hairs from



her head spread on her sides, while the body remains buried below the ground.

What is the history of the temple?

Before 1500 years, a saint remained on fast without taking food or water and
penanced seeking grace of Goddess Kali. Pleased with his tapas, Goddess Kali

appeared before him and asked him what he desired from her. He sought boon
that she should always be with her. She agreed to stay with him in the form of
an Vigraha (Idol) called Yogeswari and gave him a nine inch Vigraha (Idol) of her
to him. He performed regular pooja to the Vigraha (Idol) for several years. When
his life was nearing an end, he realized that he had no succeeding disciple to
ensure that the Vigraha (Idol) was continued to be worshipped and therefore he
buried it inside the ground requesting the Goddess to again appear in the Satya

Yuga for the benefit of mankind. He subsequently died.

The place where the idol was buried by the saint later became a land where Ragi
was cultivated. It was in the year 1947, which was Satya Yuga, a farmer while
ploughing his land hit a stone with his plough. When he tried to take it out he saw
a stone Vigraha (idol) bleeding and was shocked. One of the village girls called
Neela Devi who accompanied the villagers to inspect the site got possessed with
divine and told everyone that the Vigraha (Idol) was none other than Goddess Kali
Devi and not a stone but the goddess herself. She advised them to perform a
simple pooja to the Vigraha (idol) every day. Therefore people of the village raised
a small wall around the stone Vigraha (idol) and began to perform abishega and

pooja. The height of the Vigraha (idol) was 16 inches.



In the year 1980, after the Vigraha (idol) was kept in a separate room and pooja
continued, one Shri Subramanya Swamiji from Tiruporur visited the temple and
performed nava Varna pooja. The Vigraha (idol) was one feet away from the
entrance of the temple. During pooja he realized the real power of the Goddess
when in those period, people were offering animal sacrifices to the Goddess. The
Swamiji instructed them to stop performing such a sacrifice. Finding the idol
positioned near the entrance of the temple, the Swamiji prayed to her within self
that since the Goddess was staying very near to the entrance, it would be better if
she moved in. Next day when the sanctum was opened he was surprised to see
the Vigraha (idol) well inside the room i.e. in the present position where she has
been enshrined. Only her head appear above the ground level, while her body not
visible. Her hair from the head was also found spread on either side of her which

was a unique scene to watch.

Unlike other temples, the Goddess Kali here faces west instead of facing East. So it
is believed that if one offered prayers to her facing west, their prayers would get
answered. On Sunday the Raghu Kala Pooja is done in this temple. Festivals like
Navaratri and Chandi pooja are performed every year. There is a belief that if a
married woman offered marriage badge strung to a chain to the Goddess, their

husband would live longer.



