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Decision of Lord Vishnu

Santhipriya

Once Maharishi Narada was going to Vaikuntha to meet Lord Vishnu. On way to
Vaikund, he had to cross many forests. While passing through one of the forests,
he saw a sage in meditation. He was meditating without even knowing that an
anthill had raised covering him. Maharishi Narada stayed there for some more
days to watch what the sage was going to do ultimately. After few days the sage
woke up and came out of the anthill like removing the shirt worn by him. When
the meditating sage woke up and saw Maharishi Narada, he offered his
obedience and then enquired where he was going. When Maharishi Narad told

him that he was on way to meet Lord Vishnu, the sage requested the Maharishi



to find out from Lord Vishnu how many more births he had before reaching
heaven to get no birth status. Maharishi Narada agreed to enquire and come
back. As Maharishi Narada further proceeded, in another place he saw yet
another sage dancing and singing with hymns on Lord Vishnu. On seeing
Maharishi Narada, the sage stopped dancing, offered obedience and then
enquired where he was proceeding. When Maharishi Narada told him of his
mission, the sage requested the Maharishi to find out from Lord Vishnu how

many more births he had before getting no birth status.

Maharishi Narada reached Vaikund, met Lord Vishnu, offered his obedience and
then posed the questions of the sages. Lord Vishnu replied that the first sage
whom he met has many more births before reaching the status of no birth, while
the second sage though had some more births, every time he died, he would go

to heaven and then take re birth.

When Maharishi Narada went back conveyed the message of Lord Vishnu to
the sages, the first sage was enraged and expressed displeasure saying what use
his meditation on the Lord has earned for him, while the second sage jumped
in joy stating that he was delighted to get few more births which would give him
opportunity to chant and sing the name of the Lord and began to again dance

in ecstasy with hymns on Lord.

Surprised Maharishi Narada again went to Lord Vishnu and sought his views on
their reaction. Lord Vishnu clarified that ‘Blessed is the second sage who utter

the name of Lord while singing and dancing unmindful of what would happen



to him. His mind was filled only with the thoughts on God. That is why | gave
him only few births. On the other hand, the first sage who repented the status
of many births, was meditating with the selfish aim of getting birth in heaven
and his mind was not filled with the thoughts of the Lord. Hence in order to get

more maturity of mind | gave him lots of birth.



