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Uchchi Pillaiyar Temple
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Uchchi pillaiyar Temple, stated to be 3500 years old, and even older than the
Himalayas has been constructed over a rock which is believed to be three
billion years old rock. One has to climb 500 steps to reach the temple. The

temple has been constructed by Pallava King in the 15" century.



At the foot of the hill of Chi Pillaiyar Temple, another temple for Lord
Ganesha and Lord Shiva has also been constructed during 6" or 7t" Century.
The temple of Lord Shiva known as Thayumanavar temple has over 100 pillars
and the roof is gold plated. It is believed that a secret tunnel existed for the
Kings of those era to shuttle between Uraiyur and Uchi pillaiyar temple, but

the tunnel remains sealed now.

There is a legend on how Lord Ganesha manifested in this temple. During the
period of Ramayana, Lord Rama returned from Lanka after vanquishing Ravan.
Ravan's brother Vibishana who was devotee of Lord Rama too came along
with Lord Rama and attended the Pattabhishega ceremony held in Ayodhya.
After the ceremony was over, when Vibishana departed to Lanka, Lord Rama
gifted him a small idol of Lord Ranganathar which was very powerful and
stated to be the one in which, Lord Vishnu resided for some time, thus
enhancing the divinity of the idol. While gifting it to Vibishana, Lord Rama
instructed that the idol should not be kept on ground on way for any reason,
and if kept he would not be able to take it from the ground. Watching Lord
Rama gifting away such a precious idol to Vibishana, unhappy celestial
resented the act and went to Lord Ganesha and sought his help to ensure
that Vibishana did not carry the idol to Lanka, because Vibishana belonged to
the asura clan. Lord Ganesha promised them that he would do something to
stop Vibishana from taking the idol to Sri Lanka. There was a specific reason
for Lord Ganesha to accept their request, but did not reveal it to anyone.
Once upon a time, Lord Vishnu at the end of arduous tapas which he
performed on the banks of river Kaveri, desired to settle down in the same
place as he derived inner happiness while staying there. Lord Ganesha
promised to fulfill his desire at an appropriate time, and when the celestials
requested him to stop Vibishana carrying the idol to Lanka, Lord Ganesha felt

that the right time had materialized.



After departing from Ayodhya, Vibishana reached the outskirts of Trichy
where river Kaveri was flowing in the midst of forest surrounded by beautiful
rocky hills. As Vibishana was walking through the cool place, he felt how
pleasant it would be to take a dip in the Cauvery River. Lord Ganesha was

waiting in the form of a boy near the banks of river Kaveri.

When Vibishana got the urge to take bath, he began to look for someone who
could hold the idol till he finished bath in the river. Waiting for such an
opportunity, Lord Ganesha in the guise of a small boy appeared before
Vibishana, who as expected requested Lord Ganesha in the guise of a boy to
keep the idol till he finished bath and returned. Lord Ganesha agreed to
hold it for certain period of time only as he had another important work.
Therefore he told Vibishana that he would hold it till a specific time at the
end of which, he would call Vibishana and if he failed to turn up in few
minutes, then he would keep the idol on ground and go away. Since there
was enough time specified by Lord Ganesha Vibishana agreed to the
condition and entered into the river to take bath after handing over the idol

to the boy, unaware that he was Lord Ganesha waiting to deceive him.

In the mood of blissful happiness Vibishana, while taking bath in the river,
completely forgot about the idol left with Lord Ganesha and therefore could
not hear the call of Lord Ganesha who wanted Vibishana to come back as he
had to go. Even after calling him several times, when Vibishana did not turn
up Lord Ganesha kept the idol on the ground and walked way. Lord Ganesh
had indeed played a mischief deliberately to ensure that the sound of his call
did not reach the ears of Vibishana and only after the idol was kept on the

ground did Vibishana hear the call of Lord Ganesha. Vibishana rushed to the



bank of the river only to find the idol kept on the ground and all his efforts

to take it out met with only failure as he could not even shake it.

Angered by the act of the boy, Vibishana searched for the boy and found him
on the hill top. He chased and caught him and refused to hear the reason
Vibishana hit the boy with a big blow on his head. Immediately Lord Vinayaga
appeared before him in his true form and Vibishana apologized for his action
and sought pardon, which the Lord accepted. Several years later Lord
Vinayaga self-manifested in the same place and the same was enshrined in
the temple constructed by the rulers. Similarly Lord Ranganathar (Lord
Vishnu) too self-manifested and got himself enshrined in a temple where he
desired to remain, thus getting his desire fulfilled by Lord Ganesha. One can
see a small swelling on the head of Lord Ganesh's idol enshrined in the Uchi

Vinayaga (Lord Ganesha) temple.

As per another mythological story, several thousand years ago a lady named
Rathinavathi lived in this region. She conceived and when the period of
delivery came she requested her mother who was in the other side of Kaveri
River, to come and help her. While Rathinavathi got labor pain, suddenly the
River was in spate and her mother could not cross the river and reach her
daughter. Rathinavathi didn't know what to do other than praying to Lord
Shiva since her husband was also with her mother. On the call of his pious
devotee, Lord Shiva himself came in disguise of her mother and helped
Rathinavathi deliver the baby. When the original mother reached after several
hours, everyone realized that the lady who came and helped Rathinavathi was
the Lord Shiva himself when he appeared before everyone to reveal the truth.
The people then raised a shrine for Lord Shiva. As Lord Shiva played the role
of mother to Rathinavathi he was called as Thayumanavar Swamy

(Thayumanavar meaning ‘turned into a mother’ in Tamil language).



In the 7' century, the Chola kings built a fort on the hill and defended
themselves from the Persian invasion. The fort was later renamed as Rockford
temple during the period of British rule. It is said that every year in the
month of Panguni, on three consecutive days the sun rays fall directly on

Lord Vinayaga as if the Sun God offer worship to him.



