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Tara Tarini Temple

Santhipriya

Odisha (earlier called as Orissa) is known for temples of Sakthi Pitas and
temples tantric in nature because at one period of time it was inhabited by
tribes who indulged in occult practices and believed in spirits, Ghosts and
unnatural souls. One such temple has been the temple for Goddesses Tara and
Tarini, which is one of the four most important Sakthi Pitas in India. From
the historical evidences and fragment of various legends and folklores, one fact
becomes clear. The Goddess Tara-Tarini temple established on this hill top is
one of the ancient Shakta Pitha of Orissa. Some theories suggest that this place

may have been the Buddhist Tantra Pitha with the worship of Tara, who was



originally the primordial deity of the Mahayana Buddhist sect, and later turned
into Sakthi Pita because this area was once under the rule of Emperor Ashoka
who converted to Buddhism. But there are no historical references to

authenticate it.

Both the two Goddesses enshrined there are believed to have manifested from
the breasts of the slain Goddess Parvathi whose dead body was cut to 51 parts
by Lord Vishnu to appease the anger of Lord Shiva at the end of Daksha Yagna
whose story is widely told in Puranic stories. It is in slight variation with the
locally told folklores which tells that it was not Lord Vishnu who alone cut the
body of Goddess Parvathi into pieces, but was enacted jointly by Lord Brahma,
Lord Vishnu and Lord Sani all of whom entered into the corpse of Sati- Goddess

Parvathi and disposed the body part by part.

Called locally as Goddesses Tara Tarini Shrine, it is situated on the holy Kumari
hills on the south bank of River Rushikulya at a distance of 30 km from
Berhampur city in Odisha. At the hill top is this beautiful stone temple
considered to be the abode of Goddesses Tara and Tarini. Two stones have
been converted to look like female human face (anthropomorphized) by affixing
gold and silver ornaments which are actually the Goddesses Tara and Tarini.
The eldest in them is called Goddess Tara Devi and the younger as Goddess
Tarini Devi. Two fully molded beautiful brass heads have also been kept as the

real appearances of those Devis. In between them are placed two fully



celebrated and beautiful brass heads as their Utsava Vigraha. Worship at this
important center of Shakta cult has been continuing since time immemorial.
The height of the hill is approximately 708 ft. The hill is popularly known as
Goddess Tara Tarini Hill and is surrounded by natural beauty. One has to
climb over 999 steps on the front side of the hill leading to the temple and
also a well laid road for travelling by vehicle to reach at the temple is

available.

The maritime history of Kalinga which is less than few kilometers from this
hill also suggest the worship of Goddess Tara by the sailors before
launching their sea voyage. Once upon a time river Rushikulya was
conducive to navigation and probably the worship of Goddess Tara before
launching their sea voyage has been a practice among the people of this

region who were involved in  maritime activities.

One of the folklore tell the glory of the Goddess thus. Once there lived two little
girls who were performing divine miracles in that area so as to make everyone
believe that they were divine incarnates. They were brought up by a foster
father who was a Brahmin and in due course of time, by the orders of
Goddesses Tara and Tarini in his dream, established the Shrine at the hill top in

a temple for daily worship.



During the festival period from March to April, over five to six lakh people visit
this temple. Animal sacrifices were made in that temple before the twentieth
century, however it has been stopped and banned now. Special pujas are held
every month on the day of Sankranti as the day is considered to be an
auspicious day for performing tantric sadhanas. Devotees offer their first hair as
mark of obedience to the God. (Shaving off the hair for the first time after a
child is born. It is called Mundan ceremony in Hindi). Weddings and thread
wearing ceremonies are also allowed to be performed inside the temple

premises.



