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The story of Rukmi



Santhipriya

This is the story about Rukmi, brother of Goddess Rukmani, consort of Lord

Krishna.

Bhojagaja was a King who ruled Vidharbha (Madhya Pradesh) region and had six
children. One of them was Rukmi, a male and in the remaining five females, one
was Goddess Rukmani. Due to a curse, Goddess Mahalakshmi was born as
Goddess Rukmani while her brother Rukmi too got birth in the clan of Yadav on
account of a curse he had earned in his past birth. None were aware that
Goddess Rukmani was incarnation of Goddess Mahalakshmi. While Goddess
Rukmani wanted to marry Lord Krishna the proposal to which her father had also
consented, her brother Rukmi was opposed to the proposal and hurriedly
arranged for a Swayamvara (the public choice of a consort by a princess) to get

Goddess Rukmani married to some other King. One of the Kings Jarachandra



who was jealous of Lord Krishna too attended the Swayamvara along with
several other Kings who were friendly to Jarachandra. All of them decided to
insult Lord Krishna if he chose to attend the Swayamvara so that Lord Krishna
would go away unable to bear the insult thus making it easy for Rukmi to get
Goddess Rukmani married to a Chettinat King called Sisupala who was also
opposed to Lord Krishna. However one of the Kings amongst the invitees who
had soft corner for Lord Krishna sent a message asking the Lord to somehow
reach the site and save Goddess Rukmani from getting married to Sisupala. On
receiving the message from the King, Lord Krishna along with his brother Lord
Balarama went with a big force and took away Goddess Rukmani from the
palace while his forces destroyed the enemies present there. Sisupala ran away
to save his life and as Lord Krishna was about to kill Rukmi, Goddess Rukmani
pleaded mercy for her brother. Lord Krishna therefore ensured that the weapon
threw on Rukmi simply shaved off the moustache and hair from the head of

Rukmi and allowed him to go away unharmed.

Unable to bear the insult, Rukmi sat in penance seeking boon from Lord Shiva
who pleased with his penance appeared before him and gave him a special
weapon to beat his enemies but with a rider that the weapon cannot be used
against Lord Mahavishnu and in the event he attempted to use it against Lord
Mahavishnu, the power of the weapon would vanish. He went to Bhojagaja and
took over the reign to become the ruler. During his reign he again waged a war
with Lord Krishna but got defeated. Therefore he decided to become friendly
with Lord Krishna instead of opposing him. When Mahabharatha war

commenced Pandava brothers invited him to help them in the war. He agreed if



Arjun failed to fight the war. Hearing his comments Arjun taunted him and drove
him away. Rukmi then tried to contact Duryodan to accept him, but Duryodan
too rejected his request. Therefore feeling humiliated, he went back to his
Kingdom to rule. One of the Kings of Kalinga suggested to Rukmi to play dice
with neighbouring King Lord Balabadra. The King of Kalinga did not know that
Lord Balabadra was incarnate of Lord Mahavishnu. He had manifested on earth
to destroy evils which had spread its wings of tyranny far and wide. When Rukmi
went and engaged with Lord Balabadra in the play of dice, initially though Rukmi
won few games, as the time passed, slowly he lost everything including his
domain to Lord Balabadra. When Rukmi refused to accept the defeat and began
to fight with Lord Balabadra, he was hit with an iron rod on his head and fell
dead. All others who instigated him to fight with Lord Balabadra ran away. In the
dying moments Rukmi realized that Lord Balabadra was none other than Lord

Mahavishnu and offered his obedience and prayers to him before he fell dead.



