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Shri Vallabha
Santhipriya

In the year 1300, a Brahmin by name Appala Raju was living in village Peethambara
by the side of river Godavari which was surrounded by several temples of Lord Shiva
and Lord Vishnu. Peethambara is in Andhra Pradesh. The name of his wife was
Sumathi. She was a chaste wife and according to Puranas, Peethambara is a holy place.
The couple delivered several children, but unfortunately, all of them died in one reason
or the other. However two of the children remained alive, but they were with
physically challenged- one cannot hear and the other handicapped. Even then the
couple brought up the children well showering love and affection with the fond hope

that God would take care of them on some day. However Inspite of mental stress,



they never let any of the saints and sages go away without taking food in their home

whenever they came there.

Days passed, and a ritual was performed at home and Appala Raju went out to call
some Brahmins to partake food which was usually done at the end of the ritual. When
he went out to bring some Brahmins, Lord Dattathreya visited their home in the guise
of a Sanyasi and Appala Raju’s wife being a chaste woman could identify the Lord and
without showing it out, she offered him enough food till his hunger was satiated.
Pleased with her pleasing manner in respecting the saints and sages, the Lord
appeared before her in his true form and offered to give her any boon which she
would ask. Sumathi did not think for a second and instantly narrated their mental
ordeal on account of the two physically challenged sons and requested his grace to
have another son who would in all aspects be hale and healthy like the Lord himself.

H granted the boon as desired by her and went away.

She informed the visit of the Lord, the boon she received and asked the Brahmins to
rest for a while, cooked fresh food and offered them to their satisfaction satiating their
hunger. In the next few months the couple bore a son who was incarnate of Lord
Dattathreya himself, fact of which was not known to them. The boy was named Sri
Vallabha who grew up learning Veda Sasthras with high degree of wisdom and at the
age of eight, the threat warming ceremony was performed and when he attained the
age of seventeen, his parents attempted to formalise his marriage. But Sri Vallabha
turned down their request telling that he was a born sanyasi manifested for some
reason. His parents pleaded with him to marry as none were there to look after their
physically challenged brothers after their demise. Shri Vallabha consoled his parents
not to panic, called his two brothers near him, looked at their eyes for some time and

warmly tendered their back. What a wonder, in the next moment both of them became



normal persons, the blind got eye sight and the handicapped began walking. The
excited parents wept uncontrollably at the miracle cure when Sri Vallabha appeared
before them in his true form- Lord Dattathreya- and made them understand that the

promise given by him to Sumathi that he would be born to them was real.

Later on he told them that he had indeed incarnated for certain specific reasons and
therefore took leave from them and began touring across the width and breath of the
country. Wherever he visited, he displayed miracles and spread divinity and in one
such voyage reached the bank of river Krishna in Andhra Pradesh. Everyone not only
took bath in the river but also washed their clothes in the river. On the day as he went
there, a poor washer man yearned at the sight of a powerful Nawab taking bath
thinking whether he would also become rich like him at some stage. The feelings of
the washer man when touched the heart of Shri Vallabha who was also taking bath
there, he blessed him to born a rich person in the next birth. The washer man in his
next birth got born rich and became disciple of Sri Narasimha Saraswathi Swami and
learnt of the truth of his birth through sooth sayers and felt immensely happy at the

grace of Lord Dattathreya.

In another incident one Brahmin woman named Ambika attempted to commit suicide
by jumping into the river out of frustration. Sri Vallabha saved her. She complained
to him that she was unable to live in peace because of her useless son, hence Shri
Vallabha himself manifested as Shri Narasimha Saraswathi Swami to the same woman
in his next birth to help her live in peace and cured those who cannot hear and others
with deformities further spreading divinity throughout the land for many years and

finally entered into river Ganges, never to come out and disappeared for ever.



