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Sri Nrusimha Saraswathi Swami

Santhipriya

Sri Nrusimha Saraswathi Swami incarnated after Sri Vallabha who was the first
incarnate of Lord Dattathreya disappeared from earth. Thus he becomes the
second incarnate of Lord Dattathreya. He was born to Madhava and Amba Bhavani

couple, a simple living Brahmin family who resided in Varat in Maharashtra.

Amba Bhavani was Ambika in her previous birth and in that birth Sri Vallabha
prevented her from committing suicide because of frustration on her son,
promising that he would be born to her as her son in her next birth. Hence Lord

Dattathreya was born to Amba Bhavani couple as Sri Nrusimha Saraswathi because



she used to scrupulously perform the Pradosha pooja on Saturdays and
maintained spiritual discipline in her previous life. Hence Lord Dattathreya blessed

her with his manifestation through her.

Shri Nrusimha Saraswati was a quiet child and did not cry as usual like any other
child who cry after birth. In childhood, he did not speak which led his parents to
worry about his speech ability. However the child Shri Narahari which was the
name given to Shri Nrusimha Saraswathi indicated by gestures that he would start
speaking only after the thread ceremony was performed to him, but at the same

time the Shri Narahari continuously kept reciting the mantra ‘Om’.

He used to perform miracles even from his childhood. There is a saying in Tamil
that a blessed person would turn everything to gold. True to it, once in childhood,
Shri Narahari was born, he touched an iron rod which turned into gold. Astonished
parents then took the child inside and made it touch an iron rod which too turned
into that of gold. Astrologers indicated to Madhava Sharma that their child was
indeed an avatar of the Lord. Such stories were widely circulated. When thread
warming ceremony was performed on Shri Narahari , he began to chant the
relevant mantras of the ritual even before the pundit started to chant them which

shocked everyone.

Within few days after sacred thread ceremony, Shri Narahari begged for alms from
his mother and left for pilgrimage indicating that he has adapted the path of a
Sanyas renouncing family life. He advocated to his saddened mother to keep on

meditating on him which would help her cross over the world of misery and



ignorance. Further she would also be blessed with more sons. Later Sri Narahari
went to Varanasi and learnt Yoga and became a disciple of one Shri Krishna
Saraswathi and took diksha from him. It was Shri Krishna Saraswathi who named

him as Sri Nrusimha Saraswathi.

During those period the fame of Lord Dattathreya had spread far and wide. Sri
Nrusimha Saraswathi was viewed as incarnate of Lord Dattathreya and took part in
several debates held between pundits and won in each one of them. Many learned
flocked to him for the elucidation of intricate questions in spiritual knowledge and
got their doubts clarified and attained self-realization. Religious conversions came
down and true Guru- Shishya parambara began to get established. He clarified
that Paramathman was Guru and sat in isolation in a place called Baijyanath and
meditated for one year. When he lived in Amarapur, the place was renamed by the
locals as Nasobavadi as well as Nrusimhavadi in honour of him. For over twenty
years he lived in Gangapur where he displayed several miracles with his divine

power.

He used to say that a Guru was none but incarnate of Trinities and appeared
differently than them. Lord Shiva had three eyes where as Guru had only two, Lord
Brahma had three heads while the Guru had only one and finally while Lord Vishnu
had four hands, the guru had only two. He lived in places like Badrinath,
Triambakeswar, Gangasagar, Odumbapur, Gangapur, Nasarvadi etc all of which
became spiritual centres in later years. Not only Hindus became his disciple, even

Muslims came to him and became his disciples.



Once when Swamiji went to his native place, he was invited by several disciples
at a particular auspicious time. In order to please every one of them, he appeared
in all their houses at the same time besides appearing at his home to the wonder

and joy of his family and town people, and he blessed them all.

Shri Narasimha Saraswathi soon became a Siddha Purush with divine powers of
healing physical ailments and alleviating worries of his devotees and drove away
the evil spirits from those afflicted with such problems. While he was staying near
the banks of rivers Bheema- Amjaara , he showed a gooseberry tree to his disciples
and advised them to come and rest below the tree whenever they felt hardship in
life or mentally disturbed. The aspirations of those who worshiped him there with

true love would be fulfilled.

When the time came for ending his incarnation, he asked the people to get a float
made of banana leaves adorned with flowers. The float was placed in the river and
Shri Nrusimha Saraswathi sat on it and entered into the river near Gangapur. The
boat carried him towards the other end and returned back with the same flowers
without Sri Nrusimha Saraswathi in it indicating that the divine personality had
gone to the place where he was supposed to go. The places where he stayed, have

become centres of pilgrimage.
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