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Sage Parasara

Santhipriya

Very long ago there lived a king by the name Kalmashapadan. He was a
disciple of Maharishi Vashishta. He possessed good habits and pious. Once
while he was returning back after hunting in the forest he happened to pass
along a narrow road in which only one person could move and if someone
came from the opposite direction, one of them had to slightly move a little on
side ways to allow the other to cross without touching each other. Half way
down the path he saw another Brahmin coming from the opposite direction.
The Brahmin was Sage Sakthi son of Maharishi Vashishta. When both of them
approached close, both were not willing to give way to the other to move
forward and remained silent for few minutes. Sage Shakthi always followed
the precincts of dharma Shastra in which it is stated that when a king and

Brahmin meet under the circumstances which they faced now, it is the Brahmin



who had the right to have his say. Breaking the silence the Sage told the King
of the precincts in the Dharma Shastra and requested the King to give him
way to move forward, but the King refused to accept the theory and in fit of
anger he pushed aside the sage and walked forward. The sage got wounded
and humiliated. When he cursed the King to turn into a human flesh eating
demon, immediately the King turned into a human flesh eating demon and he
instantly ate sage Sakthi and went on further eating the other hundred sons

of Maharishi Sage Vashishta.

Saddened by the act of the demon, Maharishi Vashishta attempted to commit
suicide but was persuaded by the wife of Sage Sakthi not to commit suicide
and instead stay with her to protect her as she was pregnant. Maharishi
Vashishta therefore changed his mind and stayed with her. One day he heard
the chants of Veda and asked her from where it was coming. She told him that
that it was chanted by her unborn child in her womb which learnt it from her

husband when he was alive. Maharishi Vashishta was too pleased to hear it.

In the next few more months, she delivered a male child which was named
Parasara. When it grew and learnt of every one of the events that had
happened he became furious and decided to conduct a Yagya with the intent
to destroy all the Rakshasas and commenced it also. Soon many Rakshasas
began to come and fall into the Yagya fire and died. The moment Maharishi
Vashishta came to know of it, he rushed to Parasara and advised him to stop
the Yagya as many of the innocent Rakshasas cannot be made accountable to

the misdeeds of one Rakshasa. Vashishta counselled that anger cannot be the



sole weapon to punish anyone and because his father Sakthi did that mistake,
a Rakshasa was born and because of the Rakshasa, he lost (Vashishta) all his
sons. He therefore advised him to stop the Yagya stating that destiny would
punish the guilty for their misdeeds. Agreeing to the saner advice of the
Maharishi Sage Parasara stopped the Yagya after giving argaya (giving water
to wash the hands and feet to the main guest who preside over the Yagya and

who ends it as well) to the son of Lord Brahma.

An interesting episode in the life of Sage Parasara. Once he was crossing the
river by a boat driven by a female from lower caste and bad smell of fish
emanated from her body. Notwithstanding it, and attracted by her beauty he
wanted to have sexual pleasure with her and showed his desire to perform
coitus with her. When she resisted, he convinced her and got his sexual desire
fulfilled in the boat itself. He also granted her the boon that the fragrance of
the raw fish will turn into the finest fragrance that may emit from her. He then
took her to an island which he created with his power on the Ganges and in
due course, they had a son who was named Vyasa who was later came to be
known as Veda Vyasa because he mastered the Vedas, divided the Vedas and

made them accessible to the humans.



