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River Saraswathi
Santhipriya

Mythology has many stories on river Saraswathi which is named after Goddess
Saraswathi. It is believed that parts of the Rig Veda were written on the banks of
river Saraswathi. The Rig Veda tells us that the sacred river Saraswathi originated
10,000 years ago and on the banks of the river existed a town called Saraswathi
town. Plenty of references are available about river Saraswathi in the Rig, Yajur and
Atharvana Vedas besides Manusmrithi and in Mahabharata which speak of her
glory. The legend of the mighty Saraswathi river has been heard from time
immemorial. Ancient Hindu scriptures and Vedas scripted thousands of years ago
have hymns praising this river which was the life-stream of the people in those
period of time. There are enough evidences available in the ancient Indian literature
to prove that there were numerous centres of learning (Rishi ashram) on the banks
of river Saraswathi and its tributaries. Those learning centres supported by large



number of scholars, mostly Brahmins were based on the doctrine of Teacher (guru)-
Disciple (Shisha) relationship. The water from the sacred Saraswathi river was
mighty, as it flowed from the Himalayas and entered into the sea.

But today the river is believed to have disappeared and runs underground in
invisible manner, over whose land surface river Ganges and river Yamuna flow
though they have not met and merged. However in the spiritual world it is believed
that even today in few places very small tributary rivers of invisible river Saraswathi
flow along with river Ganges and river Yamuna and the confluence of the three rivers
are called Triveni Sanghamam. Some of the archaeologists who attempted to track
the flow of the river Saraswathi suggest that the 3500 year old Palaeo channel (A
deposit of sediment filling the course of an ancient river Saraswathi) in Thar Desert
in Rajasthan is indeed the dried up river Saraswathi. With the end of Vedic period,
Saraswathi river too dried up, or disappeared without any trace, but new myths on
river Saraswathi suggest that the river would again surface over ground at some
period of time.

River Sarasvati originated from the Har-ki-dhun glacier in West Garhwal and
Bandarpunch massif in the Himalayas along with river Yamuna. In those days when
river Saraswathi flew, the two rivers flew parallel for some distance and later joined
together, proceeding south in the name of Vedic Saraswathi. More seasonal rivers
and rivulets, including river Ghaggar, joined river Saraswathi which followed the
course of the present river Ghaggar through modern Punjab, and Haryana. River
Sutlej, the Vedic Shatdru, joined the river Saraswathi as a tributary at Shatrana,
approximately 25 kilometres south of Patiala. Saraswathi then followed the course
of Ghaggar through Rajasthan and Hakra in Bhawalpur before emptying into the
Rann of Kutch via Nara in Sindh province parallel to the Indus river. There is no
doubt that the then river Saraswathi was a mighty river in the Vedic times and
carried the waters of three perennial and numerous seasonal rivers.

Those who lived on the banks of river Saraswathi in those period were known as
Saraswaths. Once the river started drying up, they moved to other places and
settled. The race of Saraswaths live in Goa, Kerala and in few places in Karnataka.



River Saraswathi was much bigger than Maha Nathi and river Sind. The Brahmanda
purana has a story on river Saraswathi. When Sivasakthi (Parabrahman) created the
cosmic and asked Lord Brahma to create the universe, he sat on deep meditation.
An unknown female kept on appearing and disappearing in his dream. When Lord
Brahma asked her who she was, she said that she was the one created by Lord
Brahma and sought his directive as to what she should do. Immediately Lord Brahma
told her that in that case she should remain as the voice in each one of the individual
folk besides run as river for benefit of mankind. Once she got his orders, she went
down to the earth to flow as a mighty river.

Another story appear in the Shrishtikand of Padma Purana. A sage by name Urthuva
possessing same ascetic power equivalent to Maharishi Brigu lived. He was related
to Lord Parasurama and sage Jamadagni. Once when several people belonging to
Kshatriya clan chased those belonging to the race of Maharishi Brigu, Sage
Urthuva’s mother concealed the foetus of Urthuva in her thigh and ran for safety to
escape from the wrath of Kshatriyas. But the mad mob chased her and killed her
when Sage Urthuva took birth from his mother’s thigh and came out like burning
fire and took oath that he would destroy the entire Kshatriya clan. In order to achieve
the aim, he sat on meditation and the world began to burn in the flame generated
by him. A horse named Badavakkini carrying pot of flame ejected out of the head
of the Sage and the celestials were worried not knowing how to defuse the flame.
Immediately when Lord Brahma asked Goddess Saraswathi to defuse the flame of
fire by immersing the pot of fire on horse Badavakkini into her (river), she took along
with her rivers Yamuna, Manorama and Gayathri and flew as mighty river in the
universe. The celestials carried the pot of fire and immersed into river Saraswathi
thus defusing the effect of the fire and the burning of the universe ended.

This is another story on how the river Saraswathi River was came to be also known
as river Nanda. Once a King named Nanda was born on the banks of the river
Saraswathi out of a curse incurred for mistakenly killed a deer which was feeding
her baby. Since the King got the curse revoked on the bank of river Saraswathi, she
was named as river Nanda. Researchers say that few rivers such as Saraswathi, Indus,
Vipassana, Shatadru, Ravi, Chinap, Yamuna, Trishatwaji and Lavanavati flew during
the ancient Vedic period and now out of those rivers Saraswathi, Trishatwaji and
Lavanavati have disappeared. Where was the river Saraswathi which flew ten
thousand years ago gone? Historians say that the river Saraswathi dried up six



thousand years ago. According to the researchers on Mahabharata, the river flew
under seven names all over the world. Historians opine that the Saraswathi River
was one of the few rivers which got destroyed or changed their routes to disappear
by occasional earthquakes and other natural calamities.



