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Renuka Devi Temple

Santhipriya

Goddess Renuka Devi is a Hindu goddess worshipped
predominantly in Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. She is worshipped as Yellamma in most
parts of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. She is one of the
Goddesses in the group of Goddess Mariyamman. Goddess
Mariamman is an incarnation of Goddess Parvathi. Goddess
Renuka's temple at Mahur in Maharashtra is considered one of the

Shakti piths.



Who is Goddess Renuka Devi? Goddess Renuka is the mother of
Lord Parasurama. Lord Dattathreya praised her as Goddess
Gayathri. She is very generous in granting boons. There is a puranic
story on her birth. Once Lord Brahma, requested Goddess Parvathi
to take birth as daughter of Eraivadha Maharaja, the King of
Vidharpa who wanted a girl child and performed a Yagna for it.
There was a background reason for Lord Brahma to make such
request. Goddess Parvathi has to be born a human to atone a sin
she had committed and the second reason is through her a female
divine was to be manifested on earth for the welfare of mankind.
Goddess Parvathi agreeing to the request of Lord Brahma got birth
on earth as child of Eraivadha Maharaja. She was named as Renuka
who grew and attained marital age, when she herself began to
search for a suitable alliance to her and went all over the nation
with a huge army. She met sage Jamadagni in Kundalipuram, where
the saint was doing penance. After some skirmish with his disciples
and her army, they cooled down when Lord Agasthia who came
there and told her that Saint Jamadagni would be her best partner
in life. Therefore she approached sage Jamadagni with request to
marry him revealing the advice that she had received from sage
Agasthia and sage Jamadagni had no hesitation in agreeing to the
proposal to marry her. Just before the marriage took place,
Goddess Parvathi who was in her body came out from her body
replacing it with another soul released from her divine rays since

the period of atonement for Goddess Parvathi ended. Renuka with



the soul of a devaganas from the power rays of Goddess Parvathi
remained very faithful and devoted wife of sage Jamadagni
maintaining high moral standards in life as desired by the sage and
served him in all respects. Some children were born to them,
including Parasurama. Both of them lived in full happiness, till the

fate played its wicked role to separate them.

She used to collect water in unbaked mud pots, keeping it over her
head with a snake coiled as rope, all of which she used to get by
the power of her chastity. One day as usual Renuka went to the
river bank to take bathe. Suddenly, at a distance, she saw the king
of another country bathing with his wife in the same river. They
were in merry making, hugging each other. The moment she
accidently saw their play in the form of image inside the river
water, in wink of moment lust overpowered her mind, when she
wondered at the handsome and youthful appearance of the King
and his wife. As she was distracted, she lost her power of collecting
water in unbaked pots. She lost the water which she had collected
and the pot too broke and not even a snake could be found to use
as rope. Disappointed by this development, she returned to the

ashram in worry.

Sage Jamadagni saw all the events that had happened through his
yogic power and became furious as according to him she had lost

her chastity. He angrily ordered his sons to cut off the head of



Renuka. Since the sons were reluctant to carry out the orders of his
order, Saint Jamadagni got furious and finally ordered his son
Parasurama to severe the head of his mother. Parasurama obeyed
the orders and severed the head of his mother Renuka without a
wink of second, and also severed his own hand for having severed
the head of his mother. Then he returned to his father and asked
for a boon to bring his mother alive. Pleased with the obedient act
of his son, Saint Jamadagni yielded to his request and sprinkled
water from his Kamandal reciting mantras and the severed hand of
Lord Parasurama joined back again. He also gave the same water to
him to sprinkle on the severed head of the slain mother who too
gained back her true form but on the body of a sinner female.
Thereafter Renuka continued to render her service to the sage at

the Ashram.

After many years when Saint Jamadagni was done to death by one
Kathaveeryan he was cremated by Lord Parasurama. Renuka too
jumped into the funeral pyre to commit suicide, when heavy rain
extinguished the fire. Renuka arose from the fire with boils all over
her body and dressed in neem leaves. Lord Siva appeared and
resurrected Saint Jamadagni and sent him to heaven. Lord Shiva
blessed Renuka to turn into female divine as Goddess Renuka and
remain in this world as ‘Goddess Renuka to appear with her head
alone’ and cure people afflicted with chicken pox, small pox and

measles like diseases and also gave her power to induce rain



whenever needed. Therefore she is considered to be the Goddess-
an aspect of Goddess Parvathi- to cure dreaded diseases like small,
chicken poxes and giver of rain and mostly enshrined in separate

temples worshipped in non-agamic manner.

Although she is mostly seen in temples in the appearance up to the
neck, in many other newly established temples, she is seen in full

form, with different facial appearances.



