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There are many temples in Madhya Pradesh dedicated to Lord Shiva and Sakthi.
One of them has been the Pashupatinath Shiva Temple in Mandsour. Mandsour
is located at a distance of about 200 km from Indore. The temple is similar in all
respects to Pashupatinath temple in Nepal. The uniqueness of this Shiva Ling is
the eight faces of Lord Shiva in various ages sculpted on four sides of it. Each
the four sides of the Shiva lingam has an image of Lord Shiva at the top and
another Lord Shiva at the lower level of the same Shiva Ling. It is also surprising
to note that Mandsour, which was ruled by the Gwalior king before 1945, has a
large number of Jain and Hindu shrines, and that there are more Muslims than

Hindus, but still this temple has come up.

A large river called Sivana flows touching this temple. The Shiva ling found
inside the temple is a magnificent Shiva ling, eight feet high and ten feet in
diameter. The Shiva Ling is in deep purple colour marble weighing more than
four and a half tons. The Shiva ling with total of eight faces, has the face of Lord
Shiva carved in different postures in each side, like a small child, a teenager, a
middle aged and on the last side as a sage. So this Shiva Ling is called Astanga
Ling, i.e. the four-faced. But the images of the Shiv Ling on the lower level are

not well carved out.

The temple has four entrances facing the four directions and opens at 5.30 am,
anointed with water taken from the river and then the ritual of Arathi follows. It
is believed that Lord Varuna along with other divines anoint Lord Shiva with
water as the river overflow during the rainy season and enter the temple to

cover half of the idol of Lord Shiva. According to sculptural research, the Shiva



ling is believed to be dated back to sixth or seventh century. In another part of
the same temple, there is another Shiva ling of the same size. What is special
about it is that one thousand and eight small Shiva ling, all of them in the same

size has been carved out on it.

Nobody is able to tell the period in which this temple has been established
though some believe that it is connected to the Pashupatinath temple of Nepal,
where according to the legends the self-manifested Shiva Ling has been
enshrined with the following story. Once upon a time, Lord Shiva tired of
staying in Mount Kailash, left the abode and wandered in search of a new place
to escape from the attention of all other divines. He finally found a new place
in Kathmandu Valley and settled there in the form of a huge deer, which began
to be worshiped by the animal there as Pashupati, i.e. the god of animals. The
divines who were searching for Lord Shiva reached there and Lord Vishnu who
accompanied the divines suspected that Lord Shiva would be in disguise of the
deer and suddenly grabbed his horns as the deer tried to run away. The horns
shattered into pieces and deer disappeared. Later, Lord Vishnu established a
temple on the banks of the Baghmati river and made a Shiv ling with the broken
pieces of the horns of the deer which is stated to be the Shiva Ling in the

Pashupatinath Temple in Nepal.

According to the folklore, later some years, Lord Shiva too manifested in the
same form in Mandsour and hid himself inside the river Sivana. On the banks of
river Sivana, washer men used to clean the clothes. One of the washer men used

to clean the clothes over a particular rock in the river for many years. One day



Lord Shiva appeared in his dream and told him that he was washing the clothes
over his head and instead he be taken out and worshipped. The next day when
he went to the river bank and tried to move the rock in to order to take it out,
he felt that the rock was sculpted with some images. He rushed to the villagers,
told of the same and brought them to pull out the rock from the river. No
matter how many attempts were made to pull the rock out by tying a big rope,
it did not come out. Tired, everyone went back to try the next day. Again Lord
Shiva appeared in the dream of the same washer man and told him to tie the
rope with a cart pulled by two bullocks and ask pull him out. Next day when
the villagers tied the rope in the cart driven by two buffalos the rock came out
from the river without any problem. The villagers were aghast to fine the rock
to be the same Shiva Ling with eight faces as enshrined in the temple. The
locals then built the temple on the same spot. Every monsoon, due to the
floods the water level of river Shiva rises and enters into the temple to
immerse the Shiva by the rising water. The water level recedes only after few
days and this phenomenon is called Jalabishek i.e anointing the Shiva Ling with

holy water by the divines with the help of rain God.
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