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Pancha Linga Temple,

Bangalore

Santhipriya

In Karnataka, the city of Bangalore has many of the oldest
temples. One of them is the Pancha Linga Shiva Temple, a temple
which dates back to the reign of King Rajaraja Chola. The temple
is located in the southern part of Bangalore in a small village
called Begur between Bommanahalli and Hosur which is at a short
distance away from the famous Silk Board. The temple is located

on a very narrow road and has five separate sanctums to Lord



Shiva. Each one of the sanctums inside the Panchalinga temple
has unique Shiva Lings installed in them. The devotees offer
prayers in each one of the sanctums for specific reasons as the
Shiva Lings have been energized with chants of specific mantras
to give relief accordingly, so tell the priests. Once upon a time,
Begur was a place of great pride in having both Sanskrit and
Vedic schools. This temple must have been built 1300 years ago

by Kulothunga Chola who ruled in the 8th century.

In the main sanctum of Lord Shiva, he is seated as Lord
Nageswaraswami. According to the temple priests, every day the
morning rays of the sun fall on the Shiva Ling. On the upper roof
of the opposite hall of this sanctum, also known as Navaranga,
one can see several yanthras enshrined which are energized with
chants of specific mantras. Besides those energized Yanthras,
Ashta disa Palakas (meaning the guardians of all the directions )
have also been enshrined. It is stated that if one offer prayers
standing below that roof, their mental anxiety, fear and evil
effects of the black magic and sorcery would get removed. The
initial pooja to be performed and the manner in which the prayer
is to be performed would be explained by the priest there.
Another special feature of the shrine is that it is situated in such a
way that the Lord of Sun faces west. In no other temple one can

see this position of Lord Sun.



In one of the five separate sanctums, one can see one foot Shiva
Ling under the statue of Goddess Kali which is three feet in
height. The roof of the sanctuary is shaped like a lotus. It is
believed that the childless couple if offer worship to the Shiva
Ling in that shrine they would beget children, the court cases

would end in their favour, enemies would disappear.

In the second sanctum, a five foot high Goddess Parvati is seated
in the name of Goddess Dashshina Kali. Those offering prayers to
her would be rid of blood related diseases, and their torturous life

would turn to that of life of happiness.

In the third of the sanctum called Lord Karuneshwara Linga
sanctum, one can see a three foot high Shia Ling. One has to
stand in a particular direction and offer prayers to get rid of
stomach ache, intestinal ailments, ear ailments, nerve related

diseases etc.

In the fourth of the sanctum a Shiva Ling has been installed in the
name of Lord Nageswara. For advancement in the careers and

relief from skin related diseases one offer prayers here.

It is believed that those who face hurdles in the marriage related

issues, if offer prayers in the fifth of the five sanctums called Lord



Soleshwar, the hurdles would end soon and they would get

married.

The temple also has statues of divines like Lord Ganesha, Sapta
Rishis carrying the Shiva Ling in their hands, Kalinga Narthana
(Divine serpent), Lord Kala Bhairav and Goddess Parvathi. It is
said that every night the Ashta Dikku Palaks and divine five-
headed serpent Kalinga Nartana and the Sapta Rishis visit this

temple to offer prayers to Lord Shiva.

Although there are no historical evidances to reveal how this
temple came up, according to a folklore, once upon a time there
lived a great Rishi in this area who gave a pot of water to one of
his disciples and told him that wherever the water from the pot
was sprinkled, the entire water spots would turn into gold. The
disciple sprinkled the water in the sugarcane field owned by him
and the waterspots turned into gold. When the message reached
the ears of the ruler Kulothunga Chola, he summoned the person
and enquired how gold spots appeared in his sugarcane field.
But the disciple of the Rishi who owned the pot of water remained
silent and refused to reveal the mystic facts, lest the magic spell
of the water would vanish. In fit of anger the King beheaded the
person because of which he was afflicted with dreaded

Brahmahathi Dosha. On the advice of the astrologers, he



constructed certain specific temples to get rid of the dosha and

the Pancha Linga temple was one amongst them.



