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Nimishambha Devi Temple
Santhipriya

Goddess Nimishambha Devi Temple, one of the most famous temples in
Karnataka is reported to be 300 years old and constructed during the reign of
Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar. But the locals believe that it dates back to the
years of Adi Sankaracharya since a Sri Chakra has been carved out on a stone kept
in front of the deity. Only Adi Sankaracharya has established Sri Chakra in several
of the temples across India, hence this opinion. Goddess Nimishambha temple is
at the higher elevation on the levee of river Cauvery and at a distance of two
kilometers from Srirangapatna bus stand in the eastern direction. The main deity
of the temple is aspect of Goddess Parvathi, consort of Lord Siva. The place where

the temple exists is called Ganjam which is considered to be a holy place. The



steps provided in the temple have been neatly cut on stone slabs to reach it. The
interior of the temple is intact and the statues remain as they were installed at that
time since it has not been rebuilt or renovated afresh by anyone. It is customary
to offer a sari and bangle to the goddess while seeking favor from her in the form
of prayer. Lots of devotees throng this temple especially during the period of

Navaratri celebrations.

Daily pooja is performed for both Sri Chakra and Goddess Nimisha Devi. If one
desire to perform pooja to Goddess Nimishambha Devi, they have to only do it to
Sree Chakra and not to Devi directly. The pooja to Sri Chakra is performed with
Kunkum (Vermillion). Goddess Nimishambha Devi earned the name Nimishambha
since the belief has been that Nimishambha Devi clear all problems and issues of
devotees within minutes when prayed to her in this temple. Nimisha means a
minute. People worship Goddess Nimishambha in this temple to remove the
hurdles in the marriage proposals which have been dragging on for years, and

once they offer prayers here the proposals gets through very quickly.

The temple has three small sanctums one of which is occupied by Goddess
Nimishambha. Lord Shiva is also seen enshrined in a sanctum in the form of a
small Shiva Ling along with divine Nandi. Lord Lakshmi Narayana is also
worshipped in another sanctum. There is a big brass bell hanging from the ceiling,
which is rung by the priest himself after placing the "Bali Bhojanam on the Bali
Peet for the crows to eat. It is unique sight to see that once the bell is rung, the

crows come down in an orderly way to partake it!



The legend of the temple goes like this. Once upon a time, the King asked Sage
Muktananda to perform Yagna or Homa for the prosperity of his state and welfare
of the folks. After weighing all aspects, the sage came to the conclusion that the
best place to perform such pious act would be the banks of Cauvery near the
present temple site in Srirangapatna. He made preparations for the conduct of the
Yagna to seek the grace of the Goddess. But once the Yagna began, two asuras
named Janu and Sumanthala, began disturbing the Yagna because they feared
that if the Yagna was performed successfully, they would perish. Therefore they
destroyed the Yagna Kund and threw away all the material stored for the Yagna.
Disturbed by their unruly behavior, the sage prayed to Goddess Nimisha Devi to
protect them to continue the Yagna. In the next minute of his sincere prayer, the
Goddess came out of the fire of the Yagya Kund and destroyed the two asuras and
ensured that the intended Yagya was performed successfully and the state

prospered by the grace of the Goddess Nimishambha.

Since the goddess accepted his prayer and blessed him to perform the Yagya
successfully she directed him to establish a temple for her in the same place and
worship her. The Saint therefore ensured through the King to establish a temple
for her in the same place, Ganjam, where the Yagya was performed. She is seen

seated majestically in that temple in the bank of river Cauvery.

On seeing the woes of the devotees who were struggling to visit the Nimishambha
temple which was in those days in terrible terrain with bad roads, one of the

devotees of Nimishambha namely Shri Harsha Shastri, who was born in 1959, built



a temple for Nimishambha in Rajarajeswari, Bangalore. Harsha Shastri, a graduate

was very pious and became a businessman.

1995 saw a major crisis in his career. The industry has gone to the brink of
bankruptcy. His parents were afflicted with an incurable disease. Unable to meet all
ends, Shri Harsha Shastri on the suggestion of one of his friends, he went to
Goddess Nimishambha Devi temple and offered worship. He drove his car by
himself up to the temple. Once he reached the temple, he felt as if the place was
quite familiar to him including every stone in the temple. He felt the same feeling
as he went and stood in each nook and corner of the temple. He was unable to
know the reason, entered the sanctum, prostrated before the deity, offered
worship and returned back with the offerings from the temple. From there, he
proceed to Bangalore. On way the wheels of the car strangely came off bring the
car to a halt, but luckily he was not hurt. After fixing it with the help of others, he
went to Bangalore on business and when he returned, on urge to visit the temple
again he went to Nimisha Devi temple. He offered worship to the Goddess and
proceeded to Mysore. On way again he met with another accident in which he was
thrown off from the car. Therefore he firmed up his mind not to visit the temple

anymore.

But fate would not allow him to remain so. When daily he got an urge to visit the
temple again, on the eighteenth day, he went to the temple for the third time and
prayed with closed eyes that on earlier two occasions when he visited he met with
the accidents and this time if she felt so she should take away his life instead of
allowing him to meet with an accident. Suddenly when he felt as though a flash

of light struck his eyes, he opened his eyes to only see a saint standing before him.



The saint applied a mark on forehead with vermillion suddenly disappeared after
advising him to begin serving to Goddess Nimishambha Devi. Feeling jittery, he
went into the sanctum to closely look at the idol of Devi. Alas he found the Devi
herself seated there in human form instead of the idol. She asked him to remain
seated there for some time and the rays of light emanated from her third eye
entered into his body, and he remained seated there in the state of Samadhi for six
hours. She commanded that he go back to Bangalore and continue his duties
rigorously. The scene just ended. He went back to Bangalore and turned into a
spiritual Guru and constructed a temple for Goddess Nimishambha Devi which is

in Rajarajeswari Nagar.

This temple is situated about 19 Kms distance from Mysore City and 128 km
Distance from Bangalore City. The temples for Goddess Nimishambha Devi can be
seen established in many cities in many of the southern states. She is also

worshipped as the family deity of some castes.



