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There is a famous Lord Hanuman Temple in a dilapidated
building on the main road behind Red Fort in New Delhi, on the
way to Satara village. The temple is located in Priyadarshini
colony in Kashmiri Gate area of Delhi. One can find a big
overbridge connecting Airport Road highway and this temple can
be seen just below it. The appearance of the temple itself
indicate that it must have been a very old temple. There are
conflicting versions on the period of this temple. While some say

that it is 100 to 200 years old few others claim it to be 1000



years old. However as per the researchers, from the appearance
of the idol and the building, it could have been one of the five
temples built by Pandavas during Mahabharat era.

Since the temple was near the cemetery, it was called
Markhatwala Baba temple, markhat meaning cemetery. According
to a legend, Lord Hanumana rested here for sometime while he
was going to bring Sanjeevani mountain to wake up Lord
Lakshaman who fell unconscious during the war with Ravan.
While returning back Lord Hanuman saw the river Yamuna
overflowing and hence he wanted to take rest for a while on her
bank. When he landed down, he saw that he had landed in a
cemetery. The moment he landed there all the souls wandering
there requested them to grant them salvation which he gave
and freed them from sins. Hence he was called Lord Markhatwala
Hanuman. Instantly Lord Hanuman had the darshan of Goddess
Yamuna who pronounced that in future Lord Hanuman would be
seated there in a temple to be built for him and she would visit

him every year to see him .

Crowds flock to this temple on Saturdays and Tuesdays.
Sometimes large number of people line up to the extent of even
100 or 200 meters. The believe has been that one's demands
would be fulfilled by worshipping Lord Hanuman in this temple.

It is also believed that all sorts of doshas- ill effects due to



evil eyes would get removed by visiting this temple. No one is
allowed to take photographs. There is a large hall with no
lighting arrangement (when | visited the temple 10 years ago) in
one corner of which is steps to go below the ground, where the

statue of Lord Hanuman has been consecrated and worshiped.

Though the age of this temple remains unknown, it is said that
the statue of the Lord was found inside river Yamuna which was
flowing through this area once upon a time. In fact it was not a
mere statue but the image of the Lord has been chiselled on a
rock which is worshipped. It is stated that once upon a time river
Yamuna was flowing through this area and in course of time it
itself relocated its flow by 10 kilometers away from this temple.
On the space vacated by the river, several buildings have come
up besides bridges connecting highways. When the river got
relocated, this statue was found buried twenty feet below ground
level and it was worshipped in the same open space for some
time. Later some one has reportedly constructed the building to

house the deity.

The Lord is considered to be the guardian and saviour of the
city. There is another legendon this temple. Whenever river
Yamuna was in spate, the water enter into this temple

submerging the statue up to the nose portion of Lord



Hanuman. No matter how severe would be the water level of the
river in spate, the water inside the temple had never gone up
beyond the nose level of the Lord even as his body remained
submerged. It is believed that the day when the water level
inside the temple raise above the nose level of Lord Hanuman,
the city would get destroyed. The pundits say that this
information is found in some puranic texts, but they were
unable to tell the exact name of the Puranic text where it is

mentioned.

True to this belief it is staed that inspite of river Yamuna in
spate which raised its level beyond the danger mark inundiating
the city on many occasions, the water level inside the temple had
never gone above the nose level of the Lord. At the same time
on normal days one would not find even a small wet spot inside

the temple even on rainy days.

The general belief has been that in order to drive away evil
spirits and ill effects arising out of sorcery and black magic, Lord
Hanuman is worshipped and one would get relief from their

effects. Such temples are found in Rajasthan.



