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Nellitheertha Cave Temple

Santhipriya

One of the ancient temples of Lord Shiva in the name of ‘Nellitheertha
Somanatheswara Cave Temple' is located on the outskirts of Mangalore and
maintains a peaceful and divine aura in the state of Karnataka. Believed to belong
to 15" Century, one need to crawl on their knees to reach the sanctum sanctorum
inside the cave where a Shiva ling has been enshrined. This has made out of pure
Saligrama and is in Arthanareeswarar (half Lord, half Goddess) form. As there is
no proper gateway to the temple, the visitors are forced to crawl in on their knees
to go inside. There is a water tank inside the cave where the Shiva Ling has been

enshrined which is stated to be self-manifested.



Since water keep on dripping down inside in the cave in the shape of gooseberry,
it has got the name Nelli theertha (Nelli means gooseberry and theertha meaning
water). In fact, the water lake inside is made up of water dripping down. This
temple remains open for public only from October till April since the water which
remains stagnated inside need to get evaporated or enter into the ground below
to regenerate as the cave houses snakes of all varieties, scorpions, porcupines and
huge number of bats reptiles, bats and other deadly creatures which too get
rejuvenated during the period the cave remains closed. Troubling or hurting the
animals inside the cave is strictly prohibited. The most surprising fact till date has
been that the reptiles or the deadly creatures have never harmed even one who

crawl and go inside.

500 meters away in the eastern side of this temple is a scenic place called
Ambalathattappadavu, a hill top while on the northern side is a water tank named
Nagabarage. The devotees are allowed to go into the temple only after taking
bath in this tank. Another scenic spot which is nearby is called Arasu mansa. As per
the local fable, the soul of the dead rulers wander in this place in the night time

and therefore people are prohibited to visit there after dusk.

The entrance to the cave is huge and wide. Within few feet, the trail narrows
down and one is forced to bend and crawl forward. Finally, after about 300-400

feet, the cave widens again and huge lake is seen in which the Shiva Ling has



been enshrined. The most amazing part of the cave is the fine quality of the mud
available inside. It is said that the mud here has healing powers and is given as
prasad to the devotees. Right behind the water tank in which the Shiva Ling has
been enshrined is a second cave. But it remains inaccessible to the public. No one

has so far gone there.

As per Hindu mythology, the cave was originally used by sage Jabali for
meditation and penance. The story of the temple goes like this. As Kaliyug got
ready to dawn, the Parasurama Shethra which is the present temple site witnessed
robbery, murder and spate of other crimes. The folks living in that shethra were in
misery due to the atrocities of asuras. Therefore Maharishi Narada met Lord
Mahavishnu and sought his intervention to end their misery. The Lord sent divine
serpent Vasuki along with Shivaganas like Raktheswari, Palguna, Nandi Gona,
Varahi, Pahara and Shethrapala to guard the place. Once they reached Bhoolog,
though initially they promoted bakthi moment, as the days passed, their heads

became heavier with arrogance feeling they were superior to even divines.

Maharishi Narada was upset. He met Sage Jabali who was in penance for the
welfare of mankind and admonished him for having given the Gayathri mantra
diksha to Asura Arunasura with whose power he unleashed acts of terror, and has
became powerful and invincible. Unless he was killed, the people in the universe

cannot remain in peace and therefore requested Sage Jabali to go to Nagavana in



Parasura Shethra and sit in penance seeking intervention of Goddess Parasakthi to

manifest and kill the asura.

Sage Jabali agreed to undertake the penance, but desired to take the help of
Goddess Ganges with him in fighting with Arunasura. When he approached
Goddess Ganges with request, she regretted to go along with him on surface
telling the sage that the south cannot withstand the fury of her flow and for the
same reason, Lord Shiva has locked her on his head gear to reduce her fury of
flow to save the areas where she flew in north. However she assured sage Jabali to
flow through the Parasurama Shethra as underground river to support the folks,
which was acceptable to him. She further advised him to seek the blessings of

Lord Shiva too.

Accepting her suggestion, Jabali Muni meditated on Lord Shiva and when he
appeared before him, he requested his blessings in the task he has undertaken.
Lord Shiva blessed him and sent few of his Shivaganas to help him in the war
against the asura. When they reached Parasurama Shethra, they could not be
identified by the deva ganas earlier sent by Lord Vishnu to contain the tyranny of
Arunasura, but bypassing their main task, they were engaged in other activities to
promote their own interest. The moment Duma Devi and Chamunda Devi who
came there, identified the Shiva ganas who were nearing the site, they advised the
group of ganas sent earlier by Lord Vishnu to join with sage Jabali in the fight

against Arunasura. While Raktheswari and Shethrapala agreed to their suggestion,



the rest resisted and fought with the forces of sage Jabali. When both Dhumavati
Devi and Chamunda Devi were pushed to the corner of defeat, they surrendered
and apologised to sage Jabali who got annoyed with Vasuki and cursed her that
she cannot visit Bhoolog anymore. When she sought pardon, he expressed his
inability to take back the curse once pronounced, and modified that she would get
relieved of the curse once Lord Shiva manifested in the form of a Shiva Ling there
and till then she should wait there praying Lord to manifest. After pronouncing
so, he went and sat in penance seeking blessings of Lord Shiva. Soon Lord Shiva
manifested inside the cave in the form of Shiva Ling to strengthen the hands of
sage Jabali. Goddess Ganges too flew underneath that shethra. When Arunasura
came to know that the saint was in penance for vanquishing him, he attempted to

wage a war against the saint with a huge force.

In order to avoid direct fight with Arunasura, on the advice of Shethrapala, the
sage moved to adjacent place called Malligavanam and prayed to Athi Parasakthi
who manifested before him and she too admonished him on the folly of the saint
in making Arunasura powerful but assured to kill the asura in the form of honey
bee. Keeping up to the promise she killed the asura in a place called Kateel by
turning into giant honey Bee. After completing her mission the Devi requested
Lord Shiva to remain in the cave blessing folks of the land and also requested Lord
Vishnu too stay there. Goddess Ganges was also requested to flow in that shethra
for six months in a year and go back to the north for the remaining six months.

Goddess Adi Parasakthi pronounced that she too would manifest there in the



form of Goddess Saraswathi, Goddess Mahalakshmi and Goddess Kali Devi to
guard the folks. Later some time Somanatheswara temple came up where saint
Jabali sat in penance and two temples, one for Lord Vishnu and other for the

Goddesses too came up in nearby places.



