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Neelkanth Mahadev
Temple, Rishekesh

Santhipriya

Neelkanth Mahadev Temple is a Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiva. The
temple is located at an altitude of about 1600 m above sea level and can be
reached by bus or taxi from Swargashram to Lakshman Jhula and then from there
to Neelkanth Mahadev Temple. The path up to the temple in the steep hill is very

narrow, surrounded by dense forests of natural beauty on both sides and the



magnificent view of the river Ganges flowing from above is breath taking. The
temple can be reached at a distance of about twelve km by following a rough path
that runs through the crossroads. There are several small temples on way to the

temple.

The Neelkanth Mahadev temple has been reportedly built in the 10" century by
King Bhoj's nephew Udayaditya during 1116 to 1137. It took 21 years for the
temple to get completed. The height of this temple is 51 feet and has stone
crossings. The temple has several scenes of devas and asuras churning of ocean
called Samudra Manthan in Sanskrit, because this temple came up based on the
mythological episode of Samudra Manthan in which Lord Shiva drank the
deadliest poison to save the three worlds from getting destruction. The inner
sanctum contains a Sivalingam which is considered to be Lord Shiva himself called
Neelkanth. The temple complex houses a natural spring where devotees usually

take a holy bath before entering the premises.

According to the temple legend, the place where the Neelkanth Mahadev Temple
currently stands is the sacred location where Lord Shiva consumed the poison that
came out from the sea when Devas (Gods) and Asuras (Demons) churned the
ocean in order to obtain nectar. When the Ocean of Milk was churned to get the
nectar, using divine serpent Vasuki as a rope, by the forces of devas and asuras a
number of things from the Ocean of Milk came out followed by the dangerous
poison called ‘Halahala’. Some stories attribute the poison to be from the mouth
of the divine serpent Vasuki which released fumes because of pain. The emission

of such a deadliest poison terrified the divines and demons because the poison



was so toxic that if the fume was inhaled, it would destroy all creation causing
death. Lord Vishnu told the divines that only Lord Shiva could save them from the
destruction. Therefore they pleaded with Lord Shiva to save them. On the pleas of
the divines, Lord Shiva consumed the poison to protect the three worlds due to
which his throat turned to blue in colour due to its heat. As per other version, as
soon as Lord Shiva drank the poison, he suffered with intense pain, but did not die
and Goddess Parvathi rushed to him, held his throat by her hand and quickly
stroked his throat gently to freeze the poison to ensure that the poison did not
flow any further into the stomach of Lord Shiva lest, he would die. In the process
of freezing the poison in his throat, the severity of the heat and fume turned his
throat in to dark blue in colour. Thus, Lord Shiva earned the name Lord Neelkanth

(Neela = blue, Kanth = throat).

After the process of churning the ocean or Samudra Manthan ended and other
few acts of divine took place involving several divines, everyone went back while
tired of the effect of the poison, Lord Shiva too reached the present site of
Neelkanth Mahadev temple and lay under a big tree to get the heat effect reduced
because the place was severely cold that reduced the body heat. While resting, he
got into sleep which lasted over 40,000 years, and everyone including Goddess
Parvathi were in search of Lord Shiva but could not find him anywhere. Ultimately
Goddess Parvati along with Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and other celestial forces
from Devaloga arrived at the present temple site where Lord Shiva was sleeping.
They tried to awaken him but could not in spite of several different attempts
made. Therefore they sat in nearby places and began to pray for him to open his

eyes. Twenty-two thousand more years passed and the prayers of divines and



celestials were answered. Lord Shiva woke up from deep sleep to the delight and
happiness of everyone who happily cheered. Accepting the prayers of the Devas
and divines, Lord Shiva agreed to manifest in the same place in the form of a Shiva
Ling and sit in the temple to be built for him where he had slept. Thereafter
everyone went back to their own abodes including Lord Shiva and Goddess
Parvathi who too returned to Mount Kailash after Lord Shiva himself left a small

Shiva Ling with his energy in that site.

This place where Lord Shiva left the Shiva Ling became Neelkanth Mahadev
temple where devotees seek Lord Shiva's blessings. The places where Lord Vishnu,
Lord Brahma and Goddess Parvathi sat and penanced for awakening Lord Shiva
earned the name Vishnukoot, Brahmakoot and Manikuoot. The Neelkanth temple

has thus become one of the most important shines for Lord Shiva.



