9| LD L0 60T (519
LD & 6 M L0 T B 6vr]
31,6V WD

b & uLlpwm

" P




G UCHTEIS Hev @GBS &WLIF 20 &He QsTemevallsld,
Sl DmETHIV @QBHEH &KITHF @M H60 QFTmeale) 2 6T6Tdl
L WETGY Homuw. @QBHS DTS He 2 6Tem LD IN6T L6V UL
FUOTTF pUITw SpeoTlgME&G WMHULLS. @QuUmepreg G&FMmLperer
LML S SeTURHWTESE @ HHS FHeq evor Jmwl LN HL) L0 ITUI6T 6T60T L6 [
QbS5 BVWHmMES BlOealWsTs: B G6eTar H00al & Q&Ful & ser
eLo 6V LD Qarlhas Q&mearer (NI H 6T M. @QbsS WD
Camer MWensLl LIMM Samliu@l aumul QLT &g @ Si.

LR T&HEILGT Herl Czall urfeuSuler Ggellulleor SUGTFLO.
ROWeD CxCalbHrearmer QBHTmer CHMTM&HILSHSH WL F Q&FU gl
QABHS WLHQT 6T D S&GTOT SHOTemnenrsd Salm Ceum ereuemyuLd
CUEDUT MBI &8 Fol TS 6TEOT ) 6T600T 600T S HIL 60T 3|60 60T & G & Ul 6 Bl & 61T 60T
L& &I &6merT L, CH el &emar L Q&EMarm Galgs aurs
Slam Hermear. 2 0H6 WMHHEISEHL, L,MRHEHLW [l er meor.
LA MT&HETemeTs: &GeoorT(h LWDH S CLmeor CH eI &H6T LD6M6V& 660
QMBS (G056 sn L0 6™ M &Ml L MBI &5 61 8v1 LD Q & 60T M) QUMD G
SlaUm Heorl.

@RI Wemm FeuuU@BLTW, UsSamar oaleag el e CGaim m
QEUIAMB SHEHLEST AWDIHE smer(@ AaumTHssHs Q& meoor ()
@) (& em 5 ullev L0 §3) 6)q. IT &+ [ 60T | 60T L L&TFLO uppdlw  QFuwd
aTEHEPH G5 HOLES @UauGenLU (NHBEEEHL GC&HMLS &I
FaubSHS. AUTHEEBMLW (WNHESHH0 QMbHS a6l aubs CHMUS
HeTellel @B S @M ALBW Queor GHmesT MIeTTET. S6UeM6T & 6T
QsUlel HeoTm &M @QBbHE UM CsalCw Csmmm sl
@Q@MDBSTET. Fealel aUlgallNTsS WNEHEUWLW, alla] sieller WO EFLDTES LIV

MEEHMETW LD, STV SH6T LG DT UL, &em6V 6TD6TTEH L, @) G LI L



Lllg STWMSeW e&merl GHFmMMMW &Ter(h AaUsTsSH
BT IPHFH IGFTOT WLHNMTHIMET SN QFUIW 6l SHelaT
T LUemSL LHUIIHS Q&ML Semnerd S &HLOL &HEHL 3 6lEhs G
SHIGEMLL @Q@OMbs ULCM SUSHEEETULL &8 56U uLw
SHSHETH. @OUW DEM6V LDGIT6E0T60T S6UEHE G SHTerILID GBS 60
FR&ESEmBsSE Q&ETOHSHSMNT. LS Hm&EGHar g H0FH
Qameoor () 9HsS GCxal WLHegT&EImer AWEHE Derld Lleormer.
8 (b 60) LD ULI IT 60T g &L BLb S WUbHSS. s 55 & ev
DHQTHFIFDIMLW Ll SHSemUB&T SWPHFHTH. (NH6N6) & Ted 6T
aleled b L& aITEHIET UL Caum ellgealmEseamer oabh & &Ll
SHEOTM6TEH Q&ML CHall 6TUlH WU SMHI STV @D &S &L LI 6or mewl L
SO LAWTE Weor (W euer &menem o (el UbhSH QUTWS
Salmers HC Heatenl FHeorgk QLS Smedlermey Lblulled 2 6lemeor
AWsHU Hess DHIGTUSS DT IeUamerd 6 &ITer MITeT.
SGOTT HsS GCsaluwler QUWF WLHQTHTOT APSS
L& Ma&ILG & eor!wmullm mi.

NHPQYMTHFTEOT &T6OT 6T60T T aU6T Fal LS HET. 85 C6al 3|66
SEOTOIMLU  HWS Hev & 6u 60l |l &5 1D RETEMM 60T 6 HHH S
FeauQuU@BWLTeIILL L6 6JE&ET QUMM @QOHSTEN. 366D 60ms
Q&HMOTM QUTWSIL Ielar &HWSHH HFeaedmaes WTemevenw
36001 [ &l Q& Mevor (h @HHSH OTMTEL, EUMETH Q&HTOTM LITUS HM &S
CopalsdsEe HalCsmeagll gMHULLS. ABS Cosmeql) allevs e6reoreor
QW W GCeuedr QD eTedl FauQUE@BLTeTILEL IJaleT CHL & 3 el6T
smally] eumniled Gerls s Ll (B UeTerlgeoor B eUGBLL FHald @) &
Caler HY. SHH HAUSHMG QOLWM gNHULTINGD QMBS S &6
Seogulled LIS eUmeor aermTwseny WrHegenl QosugsalLl @

HaUgs s CnM Q&TaTeT Geueoor (LD 6T60T &Fl6UeT o M 60T .



56 FT6G gmHULL Cxmaglh allevds Geauesor QLD 6T60T LIGM & Mo
LE MLl Herl Cxall Luled aubd QLW CHlY eM6VH &ITaT.
BEHETLE i QLHEFHTNG b HOE GUHHO LLHHGHS
QU SHEEMMMUL &HWesMmE& QLW Gy Ss&sTL Fuler
S BHHVETET R GNMHH6E FHOTS GVH MG & (W6 IT6T.(LDI6ITSH
SV ATGES b S AHB G QGHS sTalll sbddle Garls el @,
SoguwWled HMerT QFEUWIW QMBS SUGHHMEG @6enLWm ¢ MmLlLITL6
@QMm&ES UsamTear aleoTmTwseyyw VrHegenl Qouwgs LG
LeTeor|Teoor () 6ULMBSHET HaudbHe @ DHSTer. Lieoreorlgeoor ()
QAMLMB &G &HLOHSH6T. SUEhMLU HUS M QNG & 6056V IT WS H ey
@B b FaUCLUIEBLOTET eueT @wWer GCoHmern o6l EHemL W
CHM M GH6ET merdH &N allewd® elllLer eaerm S oL 6
LemMBSTH. FrTU NCLTFFeIL QUM MK ImECHCW SHmMm&H
AL UW CaallwmeraleT @QUmrmy Gomyperler LenlL &6 S ulleor
Heorallel CHMeT M, H60TSH G 3IM G R@H VWL WL LWTM &L L 6eMerT
@QLLTET. QbSH SpemeorliLlg ABHS SeTUHUW aLl (B 6055 6Ts
Q&MEIOT L. IeUEHemL Ul HFlemey 62 60T 60O M PNPpsHsEe CrHrmses &
ALTHHMSGWH amsulles UIrHegel QFUISES @M SL6e0Wd
LUOLS SHTeT. SC6 WG] pOWD 6TeaorlULl LS. B
QLT abhsd QUmermy GCFmpearlear Ll STUH peowsd s
SOWGFHOTML B QLSHDSG @QUrarmegevean Ggall
SCLMaUeT) 6TedTMm QUWISHEHL M LIL L 6or. S| MEl G 6Ter  HS ullev
QAT FTMETSH Q&HTerm almerlener &Well && HL 6 &F Ul & 5 60T M6
CHMaq s e &Ll GUITE & W HH & SURR=AN LI T L &9 G Lo M & 6T
G HILME &HHSLUULGR, BHUID &GemTlgd smed UmU NG mEF erLd
QuUMeVTLY eTeoTm B UG m&EeT Coxmermler. & WLGLW 36V 6V

G LT WETE B Csel FeauuUmerler LI 6T 60 6T W ITeor



LU&eumeT allermTWSHenTCU H60TsHh &8 SHITEUVTH me6Us F)([HIH &5 6T mev
DS AOVWSHM S Q & 60T M) QUL LI L6y L9 6T 6o 617
Nms&Msaif&sEhs G GLbHaonsl GCUM Hels Gl eereld,
WEMTF ILEHE &meor(h SUD QOBHSHEIT IJalenel bS5
VWS HO QFaTM e6leoTm Herme) NF&H LS SHaglLld SO
e gInT CGuUmerm MWTH&HeT GeooTlTGL eTeorm B LO L& 60 & & 6T

G & ITeoT M) 60T.

AOUTEHSH G WHHWH SN SGW QLTS OBHSTYD QbS
L6V S & 6V MGBVTFHTSHGT eLN 6V 6U [T IT &5 @& RMT] .
MBVMFHTHTIOT UVSUTHESH6D HFEHeMES IO LD60T STL &
SHBMTeT. aTLL(h m&HHEHL6T L helsd WU SE &T, SmEH FIL WD
QAUMGETN, DT LT M6V WUHUWMMILET FMHSH NHSSILET &TL G
SMHBMTaT. L&) T&HTG S Heorl Gz al 6T 60T M1 LD @) 61 6o 61T
Fo NGB MTH &H6T. Ty melC& ImL 6ol 60T LI60 L & & 60) 6V 6U [J 85 61T T 60T
&) (I 629. 600T 60T , @) [J IT LD 60T, L 7O 07 IT Wl 60T ARCWITH @ MmE &
QUM H SHETTET. BUSHHIHFHEIEEFH G AHUHWTE SITEHMH
SO 06T eN6Th GeUSTe @ME & HeUsSRIHMBI EGEEHH GG &6l & 6o 6T H
FL_WTSH. QFalauTUl&S Hpenngdearle) allGFaqg LLemey 2 evor (h.



Ammankudi
Mahishasuramardini
Temple
Santhipriya




Ammankudi temple lay in between the cities of
Thiruvidaimarudoor, Tanjore and Kumbakonam in Tamilnadu,
India. Ammankudi, a small village where the temple has been
constructed is twenty KM from Kumbakonam and one KM from
Thiruvidaimarudoor. From the inscriptions available from the
temple site it is learnt that the temple has been constructed by
one of the chieftain of Emperor Rajaraja Chola, a great Tamil King.

The temple has come up thousand years ago.

The legend of the Devi enshrined in this temple goes like this.
Once upon a time a demon called Mahishasura invaded Indira log,
defeated Lord Indira and captured Indira Log. He became so
powerful and arrogant to pronounce to the celestial that
henceforth none be worshipped except him. Further he unleashed
a reign of terror on all the three worlds- earth, heaven and the
nether worlds- and tortured and killed many celestial and the
folks living there. Afraid of the atrocities of the demon, everyone
ran for safety and hid in the mountains and caves. No divine
could defeat or contain the atrocities of the demon. Folks stopped

performing Yagya and other pujas fearing to Mahishasura.

Once when Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu were in a serious
discussion along with other divines and celestial, the reign of

terror Mahishasura unleashed on the three worlds reached



attention. Their eyes turned red in anger and beams of fierce rays
emerged from their eyes merged into one resulting in the
appearance of a female deity who was an aspect of Goddess
Parvathi. Her appearance reflected the fury of Lord Shiva, hands
the strength of Lord Vishnu, legs that of Lord Brahma, head that
of Lord Yama and hip that of mother earth. Everyone understood
that the Goddess has manifested with the aspects of powerful
divines to vanquish the demon Mahishasura. While other divines
and celestial forces gave her several of their weapons, King of
Himalaya gave her a powerful lion to fight the demon. She sat on
the Lion, marched to the palace of the demon and in the fierce
battle continued entire army of Mahishasura got destroyed. Finally
to deceive and distract the attention of the Devi, the demon
Mahishasura changed his appearances many time, from that of a
buffalo to other animals. But at the end when he took the form of
a buffalo, Devi pushed and pressed him over the ground with her
left leg, and killed him with a Trisul. Therefore her name became
Mahishasuramardini, female goddess who vanquished

Mahishasura, the demon.

Mahishasuramardini Devi was an indeed incarnation of Goddess
Parvathi in the form of Durga. Though Mahishasura was a demon,
he was an ardent devotee of Lord Shiva and always wore a Shiva

Ling around his neck after obtaining several boons from him.



Therefore the Goddess Mahishasuramardini was afflicted with
Shiva Dosha (sin) though unknowingly for insulting the Shiva
Linga with her leg and for killing the devotee of Lord Shiva. She
approached Lord Shiva to purify her from sin. He advised her that
she should go on penance in the bank of River Kaveri for twelve

years after taking bathe in the same river.

She took the advice seriously and went to Ammankudi where river
Kaveri flew, washed her sword stained with the blood of the
demon, took bath, and sat in taps for twelve years. As advised by
Lord Shiva, Devi Mahishasuramardini, an aspect of Goddess
Parvathi installed an idol of Lord Vinayaga to guard against others
and from getting disturbed during her penance on the banks of
the river. Pleased with her tapas Lord Shiva appeared before her
after twelve years and purified her from the Dosha. Thereafter she
appeared in the dream of the chieftain of King Rajaraja Chola and
ordered him to construct a temple for her in that place. He
complied to has been referred as Devi Tapovana (Place where Devi
remained on tapas) and Raja Rajeswarapuram to give credit to

Rajaraja Chola's chieftain.

Because Devi chose the river to wash the sword with which she
slew Mahishasura, the theertha got the name Paapa Vimochana

Theertham meaning the river which removes the ill effects of sins.



Therefore everyone believe that taking bath in the river would
remove the ill effects of all the sins (Dosha). Since she kept on
guard Lord Shiva's son Lord Vinayaga who was her son (in her
form as Goddess Parvathi but not as Goddess Mahishasuramardini
who was a virgin goddess in that form) to guard her, the belief
has been that the childless couple will beget child if they
worshipped her in Ammankudi. Also as she remained in tapas
controlling her breath, anyone suffering from breathing or Asthma
like diseases would also get relief from its severity if they and

worshipped her here.



