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Lingaraja Temple

Santhipriya

NSy Ll L T

Bhubaneswar, the state capital of Orissa has many temples built in ancient
times, but unfortunately the history of many of them remain unknown,
though the period in which they were built are known. One such temple is
Lord Shiva Temple called Lingaraja Temple in Bhubaneswar. Brahma Purana
proudly states that Bhubaneswar is the land of crores of Ling and called
Ekamra Shethra. Ekamra refers to mango and the self manifested Shiva Ling

was originally found under a Mango tree. Many temples are found



constructed on all sides of the lake called Bindu Sagar. Once You reach the
lake side you can visit the temples of Vittala Devi, Ananda Vasudeva,
Parasu Rama, Raja Rani and Lingaraja. The name ‘Lingaraja’ represents the
King of Lingas and ‘Linga’ is another form of Lord Shiva. The temple is 54
meter in height, and laid out over 25 lakh square feet. Dedicated to Lord
Shiva, this temple is estimated to have been constructed anywhere over
1100-1400 years. The granite rock which is representative of Lord Shiva, also

known as Tribhuvaneshwara, meaning the Lord of three worlds.

According to some texts, the temple was constructed by Lalat Indu Keshari
who ruled the region during 615 to 657 CE, but according to Brahma
Purana, the Somavanshi King Yayati built the temple during the period 1025
to 1040 CE. However present day historians opine that the temple may have
been constructed by Ananta Kesari and Udyota Kesari, sons of Yayati. In
this temple which has been built with wonderful artifacts, the Shiva Ling
enshrined inside is eight inches above the ground and eight feet in
circumference (width) and self manifested one. Another peculiarity is that
the Shiva ling is not called Lord Shiva but it is called as Hari-Hara Shiva ling
which means Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu. Therefore the Shiva Ling is
worshipped both as Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu. The temple is divided into
three sections. Upon entering the temple, the first thing that catches one's
eye is the sanctum of Lord Ganesha and the next is the Divine Nandi shrine.
The Pujas are performed twenty-two times a day. Mainly Vilva leaves and
Thulsi leaves are used for performing pooja to the Shiva Ling. Once a year,

an replica idol called procession deity of the Ling is taken to the Jala Mandir



in the middle of Sagar Lake. There are one hundred and fifty small shrines
within the temple complex. The wall around the temple is built of red stone

like a fort.

Although no historic evidences are available on the origin of the temple,
folklore has a story of its own. There were two Devaganas, namely Keerthi
and Vasa serving to Lord Shiva. But both had the evil eyes on the beauty of
Goddess Parvathi and wanted to marry her. Since both the deva ganas
were absolutely devoted to Lord Shiva, they had obtained a boon from the
Lord that no one could kill them on earth. However they could be killed if
they are forcefully drowned in a pious river equivalent to river Ganges that
flow through Kasi. Therefore Lord Shiva worked out a plan to get them
killed and while discussing something with his consort, he deliberately told
Goddess Parvathi that the lake most liked by him next to Kasi was Ekamatha
theerth. Goddess Parvathi quickly understood the inner meaning of the
message and immediately expressed her desire to go and take bath in it.
Since Lord Shiva expressed his inability to go with her due to some other
work, Keerthi and Vasa came forward to accompany her. Agreeing to go
with them, Goddess Parvathi sat on their shoulders as if she was traveling
sitting in a palanquin and both Keerthi and Vasa too happily carried her

with them.

When they reached the river Goddess Parvati told them that she was afraid
of taking bath alone in that river and therefore, they should accompany her

while taking bath. In the joy of getting such a call from Goddess Parvathi



they too dived into the river along with her with the evil intention of
possessing her, but Goddess Parvati sitting on their shoulders forcibly
drowned them into the water by pushing them with her legs and caused
their death. Since Goddess Parvathi took bath in the river it got sanctified
and became a pious river. The two Deva ganas who died inside the pious
lake went to heaven. Goddess Parvathi too got herself relieved off from the

sin of murdering them in the river.



