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Kanipakkam Lord Vinayaga
temple

Santhipriya

In Andhra Pradesh, at a distance of 11 km from Chittoor, lies a small town called
Kanipakkam. In Kanipakkam a unique temple for Lord Vinayaga exists and Lord
Vinayaga is known as the Lord who brings out the truth. There is a strong belief
that visiting the temple and worshiping the Lord would cure incurable diseases,

their debt gets cleared and all hurdles in life slowly vanish. The temple is said to



have been reportedly built by Kulothunga Chola in the 11" century and later

renovated by the Kings of Vijayanagara.

The history of this temple is quite interesting. About a 1000 years ago, there were
three physically-disabled brothers. While one was blind, the other was dumb and
the third brother was deaf. They earned their modest living by cultivating a small
piece of land. While one of the brothers was irrigating the land, the other two

would draw the water from the well.

As the days passed by, the well dried up with no trace of water. One of the
brothers got into the well and began digging the bed with an iron spade.
Suddenly he felt that his spade had hit a stone like object and he noticed blood
oozing out soon to make the wet sand of the well turn fully reddish. Panicked
brother came out of the well and ran to the village and brought the villagers to
show what had happened. Some of the villagers who went into the well found that
some object was protruding. They deepened the sides and found the stone to be
the statue of Lord Vinayaga. Happily they brought it up and enshrined in a place
and began to worship the Lord. In a state of miracle, once the idol was brought
out, all three deformed brothers got their deformities corrected. The blind got eye

sight, the deaf was able to hear and the third brother dumb began to speak.

There is also an amazing story about the river Bahada that flows by the side of the
temple. Two brothers came on a pilgrimage to this temple walking all the way
from a distant village. Both were very pious, honest and god fearing. On arrival

there, they rested in an open farm land owned by someone, where lots of trees



and plants were also there. They were feeling terribly hungry and nothing was
available to eat. The younger brother, out of hunger climbed up a mango tree,
plucked a fruit and ate it without asking its owner. On noticing his brother
plucking the fruit without taking the permission of the owner, the elder brother
got angry viewing the act as theft which he ruined his integrity. He went to the
King of the state and complained that his brother had committed a theft. The king
summoned them and after verifying the facts, he ordered chopping of the hands
of the younger brother for having committed a theft. The person who lost both
hands went down to bathe in the river praying to Lord Ganesha to show him a way
to live. What a miracle. The moment he entered into Bahada River with prayer, the
severed hands rejoined his body by themselves and he turned into a normal
person with two hands. Everyone including the King understood the greatness
and power of Lord Vinayaga enshrined there and therefore named the river as
Bahada, broadly meaning the river that gifted back the severed hand( Baha means

arms and Da means giver).

The water in that well has never dried up till date and the amazing story is that the
statue of Lord Ganesha continues to grow each day. It is not possible to put on the
original shield once donated by a devotee as the size of the Lord continues to
grow up. Though the original idol of Lord Vinayaga which was inside the well may
have been in the full form of the Lord. But the recovered idol of the Lord was
visible only up to the abdomen. A scar is visible on the head of the idol which was
the result of hit received by the spade on the head of the idol while he was

attempting to deepen the well when it went dry.



Another amazing news. Whenever someone had committed a crime, the villagers
used to ask the thief to take bath in the river and tell the truth. Out of fear to Lord
Vinayaga, they would not dare to tell a lie and used to confess to the crime. Even
today the practice reportedly exist in that village. Hence the Lord is known as the

Lord Vinayaga who brings out the truth.



