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The greatness of a Guru

Santhipriya

Once on the bank of river Godavari, there lived a highly learned Brahmin named Veda
Sharma. The disciples served him with devotion. He was one of the pious saints living
in those period. One of the disciples named Deepika was more devoted to him than

other disciples.

One day Veda Sharma called his disciples and said ‘Disciples, | am very much pleased
with the devoted service of all of you. | desire to see that each one of you are relieved
from the worldly desires and enter the path of salvation even before | pass away from
this world. While many of the sins that | have committed in previous births have been
absolved by my prayers and other appropriate acts available, | would have to face the
wrath of some of the most dreadful sins not only in this life cycle, but also in the next
few more births. Unless | get relieved of from those sins during this life circle itself, |
would not get salvation. Therefore in order to attain salvation in this birth itself, | have

decided to voluntarily accept whatever punishments are due for the entire sins



accrued by me so long. | would be able to get absolved from those sins only in the

holy city of Kasi by performing certain penance there.

| would be happy if someone accompany me in this arduous journey and be with me.
But remember, those who are mentally strong may only accompany me as several
hardships are to be faced by them along with me while staying there till | complete
my penance by undergoing several ordeals which may befall on me'. The sudden
decision of their Guru too made the disciples feel sad. Deepika accepted the bid of
the Guru boldly saying ‘our revered Guru, though your sudden decision to voluntarily
to face the punishments for the sins accrued cause deep pain in us. | am convinced
that a Guru is like light in darkness, and serving him makes turn pure in body, speech
and thinking. True Guru is living God on earth. | shall spare no efforts in serving you
whatever trouble you may undergo. | offer my services at your feet unconditionally.

Please take me along'.

Pleased with the prayer of Deepika, Guru Veda Sharma said 'Listen Deepika, rethink
many time before you commit to my service as the ordeal | am likely to undergo shall
be the most arduous. May be | shall turn into a blind leper, the most dreadful disease
in leprosy. It would torture me for the next twenty one years. It would be nauseating
to even stay near me afflicted with this dreaded disease as the body would be petrified
with pus, blood and other kinds of germs coming out from the wounds. Therefore you
may have to all the time carry me on your shoulders as | would become immovable
on my own. Why | bare all these facts is to forewarn you on the nature of the dreaded
disease which would haunt me and still if you are resolute in your decision then only

you should accompany me.



Guru Veda Sharma’s caution did not dispirit Deepika who was firm in his decision
telling ‘Gurudeyv, even if you are going to be afflicted with the kind of dreaded disease
you explained even from the very next day on reaching Kasi, | resolve that | shall serve
you devotedly for twenty one years and ensure that you get rid of the past sins in this
birth itself. | abide by the dictums of Dharma Sasthras which says ‘always be prepared
mentally to conquer hurdles which might arise in life every succeeding day. Therefore
instead of carrying the ill effects of karmas to next few births, getting rid of them in
one cycle of birth would be ideal. Therefore your decision is acceptable to me. Please

proceed to Kasi without any doubit.

Veda Dharma was pleased with the assurance of Deepika and proceeded to Kasi.
Deepika too accompanied his Guru and soon they reached Kashi. On reaching Kasi
they built a small hut in a place called Kambaleeshwar, which was on the northern side

of a river called Mani Ganga.

Early next day after both of them took bath in river Mani Ganga, instantly the Guru
was afflicted with the most dreaded form of leprosy called kaladeepika. They quickly
reached the nearby temple, offered worship and returned back to their hut. As days
passed, the disease spread all over his body and he began to suffer the pangs of the
disease which immobilized him completely. As Veda Sharma could not even walk,
Deepika had to carry his Guru on his shoulder to the river bank for bath and bring him
back thus nursing his Guru with great devotion. As time moved fast, the severity of
the sufferings too caused Veda Sharma to become peevish by nature and often was

enraged and behaved harsh to Deepika.

Deepika tried his best to prepare good and delicious food for his Guru, still Veda

Sharma used to find fault in every kind of food served to him. He would spit on the



face of Deepika whenever he served food to him commenting that the food was
horrible to eat. Unmindful of master's attitude, Deepika increasingly showed
commitment to the services of his Guru even to the extent of wiping out the dirty puss
and blood which oozed out of the boils. In order to test the patience and devotion of
Deepika, when Guru Veda Sharma deliberately shouted at him in foul languages,
Deepika remained calm and composed and continued to carry out his duties. Soon

Veda Sharma became fully blind.

Seeing the laudable and devoted service of Deepika towards his Guru one day Lord
Kashi Vishwanatha took pity on him and appeared before Deepika when Veda Sharma
was fast asleep and asked him to find out from his Guru what boon he needed so that
he can bestow it. Deepika unhesitatingly woke up his Guru and told him, ‘Gurudev,
Lord Kashi Vishwanatha is pleased to offer me boon. If you permit me, | shall pray to
him to remove your physical pangs and give you sound health as before’. Hearing
the words of Deepika, enraged Veda Sharma shouted at Deepika ‘Listen Deepika, are
you not aware that if | do not suffer these pangs in this birth, the suffering would
continue to haunt me in my next birth and this would obstruct my path of salvation.
Therefore if you do not want to serve me, throw me into Ganges and go away'. Even
then Deepika took them lightly continued to render service to his Guru as before and
went to Lord Kasi Vishwanath's shrine, offered worship and thanked him telling that
he needed no boons for his Guru who desired to suffer the pangs in life in this life

circle itself to wash off the effects of Karmas.

Returning to Deva log as Lord Siva praised to everyone on the services of Deepika to
his master, surprised Lord Vishnu too visited Kasi, commended and persuaded him to
seek some boon. Deepika pleaded before Lord Vishnu ‘Mahadev, when thousands of

devotees are undertaking penance seeking your favor, ignoring their prayers, you are



kind enough to manifest before me offering boons. What more happiness one would
get while serving a Guru, who is as powerful as Trinities so says the Sasthras. Therefore
please bless me that | shall ever remain serving my Guru with devotion in whatever
spheres of life he chooses to live. | do not need any other boons than this’. Still when
Lord Vishnu insisted on bestowing some boon, Deepika asked ‘my lord, if you insist,
please bless me to have stronger will power to serve my master with more enthusiasm

and devotion. That would be sufficient'.

Elated to see the firmness of Deepika in serving a Guru, Lord Vishnu said ‘son, | am
pleased with the devotion displayed by you to your Guru. Service rendered to a Guru
is service rendered to the divine. Me and your Guru are also no different and therefore
| grant you all that you desire’. Once Lord Vishnu disappeared, Deepika rushed inside
and narrated entire thing to his Guru who also learnt of everything by premonition.
Deepika told him * Gurudev, even without my asking Lord Siva and Lord Vishnu who
manifested before me offering several boons, and | earnestly refused to accept them
and pleaded for only for one boon which is firmness in mind to ever remain serving

you incessantly’.

Saying so as Deepika raised his head to offer prayers to his Guru he saw, hale and
healthy Veda Sharma standing before him in his original form, smiling. He blessed
Deepika and said ‘Son, You are the true disciple of a Guru. | enacted this drama only
to test your devotion to your Guru. From now on you may stay here and whatever
you may say shall turn out to be true. You would receive the wealth of Kuber (God of
Wealth), and therefore the miseries of those who come and offer obeisance to you
would vanish. Since you have the choicest blessings of Trinities, those afflicted with
some disease shall be rid of their diseases when they come and worship you'. As soon

as he blessed Deepika so, Veda Sharma disappeared and he was seen flying on air and



vanished soon. Deepika realized that only the Trinities had enacted the entire drama
in the form of Veda Sharma to show to the world that a Guru is ocean of nectar and

those who dip in the ocean shall feel the bliss and be blessed with salvation.



