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We may not have heard of many female Sadhviks though one or two prominent
amongst them. One amongst them have been Godavari Ma who was born in the year
1914. Her parents, like the parents of many divine souls were pious and god-fearing.
Godavari Ma's mother Ramabai had intuition that her daughter was divine soul
because in one of the nights when everyone were asleep, suddenly Ramabai woke up
to witness a unique scene. The room was filled with dazzling white light like noon in

summer. In the dazzling light she could see someone coming down from above,



something like spirit or ghost they say and whispered something in the ears of her
daughter Godavari.  Since Ramabai was not in sleepy mode and fully awake
witnessing what was happening, she was damn sure that the scene was real and that
some divine power had visited in person to convey something to her daughter. Out

of fear she closed her eyes only to go into deep sleep to wake up next morning.

From next morning the attitude of Godavari was quite different compared to other
children. She developed amazingly retentive memory which enabled her to recite any
poem or passage that were read out to her only once. Slowly she began to show
interest towards holy men, saints and spiritual gurus of many kind. They too instantly
showed interest towards the girl and conversed with her on spirituality and other
divine subject matters as if she was well knowledged in those subjects. One of the holy
men told her parents that their daughter was not an ordinary soul and indeed unique
girl. He prophesised that one day she would meet a great Yogi through whom she

would realize her exalted status and thereafter lead hundreds of souls to their goals.

When Godavari was ten years old, Sadguru Upasani Maharaj appeared in her dream
and asked her to come to Sakori, which is five Kilometres away from Shirdi and meet
him. Therefore she travelled to Sakori along with her mother to meet the Sadguru.
Sadguru Upasani Maharaj was very close to Shirdi Sai Baba and therefore whoever
went to meet Shirdi Sai Baba, he used to direct them to meet and pay obedience to
Sadguru Upasani Maharaj who was totally a different personality compared to other

Spiritual Masters and nobody could predict when and what he would do.

Those were the days when the female had very little freedom in the society. They were
not allowed to perform Yagya, perform Poojas or learn Vedas and Sanskrit language

to recite mantras. In order to break such a tradition, Sadguru Upasani Maharaj put a



garland on her neck and adapted her as his disciple. Since then she became his ardent
devotee and when she turned eighteen years of age, he called her to his ashram and
asked her to stay there henceforth. Those females who were already in the ashram,
felt jealous on her, spread canard on her and spoke ill about her character to break
away their relationship. However she withstood all the vilification campaign with
determination and continued to serve her Guru which made him repose complete

confidence on her.

In 1928, Sadguru Upasani Maharaj took her inside the sanctum, removed garland from
his neck and put it around on her neck, and performed ritual of incantation with chants
specific to her. He then revealed to everyone that she was one of the greatest great
mabharishi in her previous birth and hence she had become his disciple in this birth to
serve mankind. He then suffixed Ma in her name and everyone began to affectionately

called her as Godavari Maa i.e. Mother Godavari.

Despite opposition by many, in the year 1917, Sadguru Upasani Maharaj established
an ashram for spinsters in the name of- 'Kanyakumari Sthan'- to elevate women to
higher levels of spiritual growth and freedom and taught Vedas and Sanskrit language
to the women who came and took refuge there. He also installed twelve Jyotirlinga
inside the ashram. After Sadguru Upasani Maharaj attained samadhi, mother
Godavari Ma succeeded him when her age was even less than thirty years. The
samadhi of Sadguru Upasani Maharaj was built inside the ashram at the initiative of
the mother. She also performed incantations to several spinsters took asylum in the
ashram. Godavari Ma ensured that everyone got up by five in the morning, observed
silence for four hours, attended to the chores of the ashram like preparation of the
food, washing the clothes, performing Yagya, Poojas and delivered discourses to

awaken them spiritually. The unique act of those young women were that the Yagya



were performed by the same women chanting the mantras clearly. They never used
luxurious items, jewelleries and other make up material used by the modern women.
All of them were led from the front by none other than Godavari Ma herself by living
as one amongst them. However Godavari Ma too attained Samadhi in the month of

August 1990 and her Samadhi sthal too was constructed inside the Ashram.
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