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Gokarna Maha Ganapathi
Temple

Santhipriya

When cosmic was created Goddess Parasakthi released trinities and

commanded one amongst them, Lord Brahma to create the Universe.



Lord Brahma, immediately released Lord Rudra from his forehead

and instructed him to create living beings in the universe.

Lord Rudra before commencing creation wanted to get supernatural
divine powers to create entire humans with high virtues and
therefore sat in penance to get such divine power. Since his
penance continued beyond three yugas, no sign of creations were
seen. Lord Brahma was worried that even after releasing Lord Rudra
from him, there was no trace of creations in the universe and
therefore got annoyed and began to create one creature by himself

with three aspects.

When Lord Rudra awakened from his tapas and saw the creatures,
he angrily came out from inside the earth to fight with Lord Brahma,
but Goddess Bhooma Devi in order to cool down the temper of the
Lord, blocked him praying that she was unable to withstand the
pressure which fell on her as Lord Rudra ran so fast and therefore
requested him to slow down his exit by passing through her ear.
Lord Rudra agreed and started getting out through the ears of
Goddess Bhooma Devi when she converted herself into that of a
holy Cow. By the time Lord Rudra exited from her ear, his anger had
almost vanished. Thereafter the place where this drama happened

began to be called Gokarnam. Go meant Cow and Karnam meant Ear.

Lord Rudra's anger did not subside even after he left there. He set

out in search of Lord Brahma to destroy the creatures he had



created. On way Lord Vishnu met Lord Rudra to douse his anger by
drawing his attention over the norms set in Agama (norms created
by Parabrahman when the divines were created) that he could only
destroy the creatures during deluge when entire cosmic would
reborn again and not before. He requested him to remove the
feeling of revenge from his mind on Lord Brahma. However even
though Lord Shiva accepted his request and returned to Kailash, he
transformed himself into that of a deer and absorbed the powers of
Lord Vishnu and other devaganas and hid them into his horns. When
the devaganas and other divines came to know of the fact, they
went to Kailash and pleaded with Lord Shiva to give them back the
powers which had been taken away by Lord Shiva. Accepting their
request Lord Shiva returned back their powers and filled the
remaining powers into the horns (deer) and converted it into a
powerful Shiva Ling called Prana Ling. It was only by the power of
the Prana Ling that the celestials were able to defeat the asuras in a
battle that ensued. The place where Lord Shiva in the form of Lord
Rudra came out of the ears of the Cow, and the place where Lord
Vishnu defused the anger of Lord Rudra came to be called as Rudra
Bhoomi and also as Siddha Bhoomi. It became firm belief that those

who die in that space would reach heaven.

There is another story about manifestation of Lord Rudra from the
forehead of Lord Brahma. According to the lore Lord Rudra first

came out in the form of Arthanarisvara (a divine with male and



female) and created several divine ganas looking similar to him
(Lord Rudra). When Lord Brahma requested Lord Rudra to create
creatures in the universe, Lord Rudra brought to the attention of
Lord Brahma that his manifestation (Lord Rudra’s) was meant to
destroy the creatures created by Lord Brahma whenever their period
of life ended, lest there would be no space in the universe for the
creatures to live. Only after Lord Brahma saw divine Arthanarisvara,
he got the clue that the creations he proposed to create should be
both male and female. Lord Brahma continued with the work of

creation.

Ravan's mother was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. She sat on the
bank of the ocean and performed daily Pooja seeking Prana Ling for
her son. She felt that once she received it could be gifted to Ravan
who would become invincible in the universe. Fearing that if Ravan’s
mother succeeded in getting the Prana Ling it would be detrimental
to the interest of the universe, the king of the ocean dragged the
Shiva lingam into the sea and destroyed it. Seeing the grief of his
mother, Ravana promised to get the Prana Ling from Kailash, went
there and attempted to lift the entire Kailash. In the act entire
Kailash mount shook and caused fear in everyone's mind.
Frightened, Goddess Parvati and the other deities ran to Lord Shiva
and told him about Ravan’s attempt. Immediately when Lord Shiva
pushed the Kailash down when Ravan’s legs and hands were below

the mount. When Lord Shiva pressed the mount, his hands and legs



got struck below causing immense pain to him. When he could not
move his hands and legs, he sought pardon from Lord Shiva and
seeing the agony of his devotee Lord Shiva lifted the mount again
to release Ravan’s hands and legs. Ravan was too intelligent. He cut
off one of his heads and made a musical instrument out of the veins
that had sprung from his hands and played music —samaveda- in
praise of Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva was weak in one aspect. He would
get pleased with his devotees if they wholeheartedly and sincerely
prayed to him. He accordingly appeared before him and conceded
to his request to give him the Prana Ling for his mother. But he laid
out a condition that till he gave it to his mother and placed where
she wanted to install, it should not be placed on the ground for any
reason. In case if he placed it on ground anywhere, he would not be

able to lift it forever.

Fearing that no one would be able to defeat Ravana, if he succeeded
in taking it to his country the celestials went to Lord Vishnu and
appealed to him to somehow prevent Ravan from carrying the Prana
Ling to Sri Lanka. Lord Vishnu too was aware of the consequences if
Ravan was allowed to carry the Prana Ling to Sri Lanka. Therefore
everyone went to Lord Ganesha and requested him to do something

to prevent Ravana from taking Prana Ling to his country.

Lord Ganesha assured that he would solve their worries and first
told Lord Varuna to ensure Ravan's stomach get filled with water

Immediately Lord Varuna made the weather very chill thereby



ensuring the bladder of Ravan filled with urine which compelled
Ravana to urinate urgently. When Ravan was searching for someone
to keep the Prana Ling till he passed urine, Lord Ganesha appeared
before him in the guise of a Brahmin priest and offered to keep it
till he returned back after urinating. Happily Ravan requested him to
hold the ling and went to urinate. When Ravan did not return back
within the prescribed time limit set by Lord Ganesha in disguise of a
Priest, he placed the Ling on the ground. Ravan ran back angrily and
hit Lord Ganesha on the head and tried to remove the Prana Ling
from the ground, but he couldn't take it out. By the time Lord
Ganesha too disappeared. Angrily Ravan took out everything found
on the Shiva Ling and threw them around which fell on five places.
Wherever those materials fell, they became five Shiva Lings. Because
five Shiva Lings appeared on the ground around Gokarnam it
became to be called Pancha (five) Ling Bhoomi. The main
entrenched Prana Ling which Ravan tried pull out turned to the
shape of an ear of the cow and therefore the place also came to be

called Gokarnam so says another folklore.

Lord Ganesha then went and enshrined himself where he had
consecrated the Prana ling. Lord Rudra was pleased. Those who visit
the temple and pray at the place where Lord Rudra came out of the
ears of the Goddess Earth and where the Prana Ling was

consecrated by Lord Vinayaga, they would be blessed to go to



heaven. However it is necessary that one has to first offer prayers to

Lord Ganesha and then only offer prayers to the Shiva Ling.



