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Duryodhana is the eldest of the Kaurava brothers. He tried to destroy
Pandava brothers by deceit and attempted to outrage the modesty of
Draupadi in public without even considering her to be a female. However he
was also possessed with few other good qualities. There are few temples in
India where Duryodan is worshipped. One such temple is in Kollam District in
Kerala and is called Malanada Duryodhana Temple. Malanada is located at a
distance of 14 km from Sasthamcottara and 27 km from Alamkadavu. In the
said temple besides Duryodhana others like Karna, Drona, Sakuni and
Bhisma are also worshipped. This is the only temple in South India which is
dedicated to Duryodan who is worshipped as Malayappooppan, but the

temple has no idol but only a platform. This temple has no idols of



Duryodhan and only a raised platform which is called Mandapam is built in
which one can sit and meditate or pray to Duryodan. Similarly there are few

temples where Duryodhan is worshipped is in Uttarakhand in North India.

Many in the village where the temple exist, have their surname as
Duryodhana. The prime pundit of the temple belongs to the Kurava
community though the temple is looked after by members from Nair, Kurava
and Esava communities. In respect of the legend of Kerala temple, it is said
that Duryodhan went searching for the Pandavas in the southern forests of
Kerala when they were in exile. He was extremely thirsty and asked for some
water from the villagers, but since there was no water available in anyone’s
home, no one could offer him water except an old lady from Kurava
community, the lower caste, who offered him toddy instead of water.
Unmindful of her caste, Duryodhan drank the toddy without any hesitation
to quench his thirst. From his manners and the royal look, she thought that
he must have been a great King and thanked him for having drank the toddy
unmindful of her caste. At the same time Duryodhan too was quite moved
by her hospitality in hour of need. To show his gratitude, he sat there on a
hill nearby and prayed to Lord Shiva for the well-being of the people living
in that village. Further he gave some agricultural lands to villagers. Therefore
in return gratitude, the villagers got a temple established for him in
Malanada on the same place where he sat on meditation. The temple’s priest
till date comes from the Kurava community and the villagers pay the

property tax in the name of Duryodhan in honor of respect to him.



On the festive days, the devotees offer alcoholic products to Duryodhan as
divine offering because Duryodhan liked alcoholic products. Duryodhana
was very fond of liquor and so on the day of the festival liquor used to be
offered to him as prasad (divine offering). After offering alcohol, they
consume the rest as divine offering. A similar practice exist in the temple of
Kalabhairava in Ujjain. So this habit cannot be said to be new. Those who
could not bring alcohol came and worship with chicken, red silk cloth or
betel nut. In the past, sacrifices were carried out in the temple. But over time,
the practice came to a standstill as many protested. Apart from these, locally
grown cereals and other food items are also offered. In the month of Pisces
in Malayalam, on the second Friday between March and April, thousands of

people come to offer worship in this temple.

Another biggest temple dedicated to Duryodan is in the State of
Uttarakhand. This temple is situated in a place called Jakhol near Mori in
Uttarakhand. People of Mori Village believe that by worshipping Duryodan,
who according to them was divine, their problems would be sorted out.
Mori's local villagers claim that they are the ascendants of the Pandavas and
Kauravas. As per a folklore the river Tamas flowing nearby has been formed
by the tears of the local people who wept uncontrollably over the death of
Duryodhana in the great war of Mahabharata and hence the water from the
river is not used for drinking purposes. This river is called Tons river. There
exists a temple dedicated to him in Osla, Uttarakhand besides few more
unknown temples for him in the hilly areas. It is believed that Duryodhana

once traveled to Uttarakhand and fell in love with its pristine natural beauty.



He requested the local deity Mahasu for a valley to be granted to him next
to the Himalayas. Mahasu agreed and bestowed upon him this piece of land

with a promise that Duryodhana would take care of the people in this

region.
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