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Bilavali Siva Temple, Dewas
Santhipriya

Most of the temples in Madhya Pradesh, India are famous on their
own reasons. Although the history of all such temples are not
available, their history is available through local folklore. One such
temple is called Bhilavali Shiva temple also called Mahakaleshwar
temple which is in the outskirt of Dewas. The name derives
importance because of its fraternal bond with the Mahakaleshwar
Temple in Ujjain,

The temple is located on a small hillock near the Agra - Bombay
main road. The Shiva Linga enshrined inside the temple is reportedly
hundred years old and self-appeared in the same spot. The Shiva
Linga, which was said to be one foot high when it was found has
now grown to over three feet. While on the opposite side of the
temple are the sanctums of Lord Hanuman and Lord Kala Bhairava,
on the other side is a sanctum of a guardian deity named Veer
Taraji. There is a cemetery a short distance away on the opposite



side of the temple. In the mornings and evenings it is a pleasure to
see peacocks playing around the temple.

The story of the temple

Long ago, there lived in Dewas, one Shri Guru Maharaj, devotee of
Lord Shiva who used to wake up every day in the morning and
after taking bath, would walk to Ujjain to offer worship to Lord
Mahakaleshwar in the Temple there. He partook food only
thereafter. In between Dewas and Ujjain run a river called Narwar. It
was not uncommon in those days for people to shuttle between
Dewas and Ujjain as there were many shortcuts to go.

While Shri Guru Maharaj faithfully maintained the said routine, once
he faced a hurdle in reaching Ujjain. It was raining heavily since
morning and though Shri Guru Maharaj did not wish to break the
routine and proceeded to Ujjain braving the rain, he could not cross
river Narwar as the river was in spate due to nonstop rain. There
was no sight of rain fury coming to an end. Unable to proceed
further, when he stood under a tree braving rain, the village head
who happened to notice him took him to his home and offered
shelter and food. But though Shri Guru Maharaj stayed there, when
he was unwilling to break his vow and take food which he had been
maintaining for so long, the head of the village advised him to take
rest after taking at least a cup of milk which was not a food and
then proceed once the rain stopped. He persuaded him to drink a
cup of milk and both went to sleep. In the night Lord Shiva
appeared twice in the dream of Shri Guru Maharaj and admired his
devotion towards him and advised him to go back to Dewas, place
three Vilva leaves in some place of his liking and he (Lord Shiva)
would manifest there for him to offer prayer and worship there
instead of going to Ujjain.

The next morning too there was no sight of the rain stopping, heavy
showers continued to lash the place intermittently. He could not
proceed to Ujjain as the river was in spate and heavily flooded.
Therefore he returned back to Dewas and narrated his dream to the



villagers there. On reaching Dewas, he found that the rain had
stopped. Though none were willing to believe the story, determined
Shri Guru Maharaj deposing absolute faith on the Lord who
appeared in his dream, plucked three leaves of Vilva from the tree,
placed them in the present site of the temple, kept a stone over it
and went back to his home. In the night it again rained heavily but
stopped next morning. He woke up as usual, took bath and went to
the site where he had kept the Vilva leaves to see whether what his
Lord promised in his dream came true. To his utter surprise, he
found a small Shiva Ling, partly visible buried inside the land in the
same spot where he had placed the Vilva leaves with the top layer of
the soil washed away due to the rain the previous night. He ran to
the village and brought everyone to see the miracle and they
remained speechless at the site of the buried Shiva Ling which was
partly visible. They dug and took out the Shiv Ling, installed it in
the same place and constructed a small place of worship and named
it as Mahakaleshwar. From then on Shri Guru Maharaj began to offer
worship by maintaining his usual routine there itself instead of
going to Ujjain. He continued worship till he died.

Dewas can be reached either from Indore or from Ujjain as the
distance is less than 35 Kilometers from both the cities. Plenty of
buses and Taxis ply daily besides availability of train facility.



