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How river Ganges flew

on earth

ipriya

Santh

There is a proverb in Tamil, ‘complete the work by hook or crook like Bhagirath” which means

that determination and tireless effort is needed to attain ultimate success. If today river Ganges

flow in earth, it was only due to the tireless efforts of Bhagirath who brought it from Devaloga.



Several thousand years ago Koshala was ruled by a King called Sagara who had two wives. After
Sagara got married, he had no issues from his wives. Therefore he went to Himalayas with both
his wives and remained in penance to beget children when Maharishi Brigu appeared before
him and blessed a son for the elder wife and 60,000 sons to the younger. The King happily
returned to his Kingdom and got one son delivered from first wife, while 60,000 boys from the
second. He ruled the country in all honesty and performed Ashvamedha Yagna many times to
achieve glory. As per the advice of the royal pundits he decided to perform the 100%
Ashvamedha Yagna which if he successfully carried out would get him glory similar to Lord
Indira. The Kings who perform Ashvamedha Yagya used to send a white horse studded with
gold plates and ornaments to various countries and whichever King agreed to pay tribute by
way of kind or other goods, the horse would be allowed to cross over their land and whoever
refused to pay, then the King who sent the horse would wage a war against the King who
refused to pay the tribute. Unable to digest the fame of King Sagara, who if successfully
perform the Yagya would attain the status equal to him, Lord Indira decided to stop the Yagya
by kidnaping the Yagya horse and hide it somewhere so that the Ashvamedha Yagya cannot

be performed.

The rituals of the Yagya began and reached the final stage when the horse had to be sent on
victory march when the King found that the horse was missing as Lord Indira had already
fraudulently kidnapped the white horse and kept it chained in the horse shed of Maharishi
Kapila's ashram in the underworld below the sea without anyone’s knowledge. Saddened by
the missing horse, King Sagara despatched his 60,000 sons to various places to trace the
missing horse to proceed with the ritual. That was the biggest mistake he did because they
were arrogant and hasty in all their actions. They too went all over the world in search of the
horse and finally traced it in the underworld on the back side of the ashram belonging to
Maharishi Kapila. Furious over the horse kept chained in the horse shed of the ashram, the
60,000 sons of Sagara ransacked everything they saw when the Maharishi in meditation opened
his eyes to see what was happening in his ashram. Angered over their foolish act, he burnt

them to ashes with his power. Their burnt bodies became huge heap of ashes. Finding that the



sons too did not return, King Sagara despatched one of his intelligent grandsons of him in

search of the missing sons.

The grandson whom he sent was also very efficient and intelligent like his grandfather Sagara
and he too reached the underworld after searching for his fraternal uncles all over the universe
only to find them remained as heap of ashes in the underworld. As he prayed for their souls
to rest in peace and reach heaven, an unknown voice from the air in the underground world
told him that only if river Ganges flew over the heap of ashes, the souls of the slain uncles
would reach heaven. Surprisingly he could not even get a drop of water in the underground
ashram, below the sea, to perform last rites to the departed souls to rest in peace. Finally he
was able to meet Maharishi Kapila, learnt of what had happened, sought pardon on their behalf
and took away the horse which had been illegally kept chained there after taking permission
of the Maharishi. After his return when he narrated the entire story to his grandfather, the
saddened King completed the rituals of Ashvamedha Yagya, stepped down from the throne
handing over the reins of power to his grandson and went into the forest to stay in penance

for peace.

After taking over the reins of powers, Amsimansa, the grandson of Sagara, who found the
missing horse, went to Devaloga to request Ganges to flow on earth, but his efforts failed to
fetch result. Vexed Amsimansa therefore handed over the reins to his son Dilipa and took to
Sanyas and went away. King Dilipa too failed to get Ganges flow on earth and handed over
the powers to his son Bhagirath and went away in frustration. When Bhagirath took over the
powers, the country was in a state of turmoil over many issues. When he learned from his
pundits that those problems would end only if his ancestors lying as heap of ash in the
underworld get salvation, he sat on penance requesting river Ganges to flow on earth. Pleased
Lord Brahma appeared before him and agreed to send river Ganges to flow on earth. The
arrogant Goddess Ganges refused to comply with the directives of Lord Brahma telling that the
sinners on earth while taking bath in her would leave their sins over her body and therefore

she cannot flow in the land of sinners. King Bhagirath countered her claim by saying that



though the sinners would leave their sins on her, there were more no of people with good
deeds who would also bath in her water and their good deeds would counter the effects of the
sins. But Goddess Ganges refused to flow on earth. Therefore Bhagirath again sat in penance
and pleased Lord Shiva appeared before him to grant his boon. He assured that he would send
Ganges to flow on earth and when commanded the Goddess Ganges to flow, she flew in full
fury which if allowed to flow would destroy earth. Angered over the defiant attitude of the
Ganges, Lord Shiva tied her in his crest and imprisoned her there. Not losing hope, Bhagirath
again sat in penance requesting Lord Shiva to do something to allow her to flow from his crest.
Kind hearted Lord Shiva released the Ganges to flow on earth in a slow but steady manner.
Bhagirath requested Goddess Ganges to follow him and he ran through the underworld where
his ancestors body lay in heap of ash, and then came over to the land. Since river Ganges had
to flow over the ashes of his ancestors, their souls too went to the heaven, fully satisfied and

the earth too got river Ganges flow as sacred river in some places.



