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GRS WLIaVsH BTOBHET BHBSHG SAGHL 2 6T6M1H eqT
LTsT Cseall Geww. @& VWS He 2 arer Coaluler QuUWF
eqmUrT Cxell eerueul ey, KBS CHalEE  gw Cumy
HEOTHET 2 aTeMNHMH FmmMUUGBarmas. @QbhsH QumPluile peqrm
GTEOTMITEL SLEMF 6Te0TM QUIITHET. eTeorC6el 3| 6U6m 6T BHL LS Mm
Semerauler all@GL UGB SmeaTW W BlenmBaimn emeiLiLeleT 66T
6TEOT LIH 6T ML eU6TS QUWENT SLeQMLLTT 6T60Tsh o MG 6T MTH &H6IT.
aeqmyrm Csell  aearuUeleT SeTerl,feorT GHeluller D eus s TTLd
T HOTMTIHET. G euGer GRUMHHaT HLEFE LULSGSHemW
UTS&EMTH G QUL aTaT USMTEH B LRSI MII&HeT. LUTSISGTeIeT
Q& Ul 6ls B eor | O & MEI & 6l 6V 69 60T M 6T 60T M) FOULOUGRMS.



GRTIMEH0 &L F DMaTVE Hear P GL UGHUIe &M 58 g
beTuow, 32 &V, 52 I 2 WIWW 2 6T6M @B S eV s Hev 400
FCVTOSH G IF&HIDTET Tl Q&HEMeT L QUIlW G 66T &6V LD 6ol
o aTeME. @B VW areumm KTls SassHeT Gl 5pTw
6UIH &I 6T TS,

& (IH BT GLULUMSES &6 & Wileor LI, Qb5 Q1 6V W LD 1 & 6 LD
QETEaTeMWITerg WLMHMIWD @hs oWl o 6rem  BleulUGH
LIS 60T M6 &ML BITM MT6or 1960 G el eTedrm QuUWDIe @B &S M8 6L
8 &HLF UGHUW QOBHS @M LTl alddF Ll Fule Q6L SS
TN FoMUUBRDE. ADHS QLEHEMEGES emSLUUMM GeTW QI
GTOTM SmMULLL QMW 2 eor L8l eT6dTM 6(H LDGOTE0TE0T LISV (LN M
WM QEFUISTET,. TTD EUTT SFSH QLS MGHEH m& LI LM M
WwEwellebemev. 6@ (WWenMm ISaudlemlul LUemL AbHS [H&HHE GSG6T
BIeMWPH S FaoremLUWILE SamBWSN CrFameruilear LIS &L & eoor
UTMFemel WemmBEH GuUTU NLLG. SIHermed UWhHSIL  Guimul
SUHNEGCsTH VWemwpsCsmh eerd SHGWLE @ el Lergmw.
QLEOTTEL HFlev STVl QUTMIS S HGULULW S 6Us6emL U LD 60T IT60T
LUmwmeTwmell erer LeuedT QUEBL LeMLUWLET MG UbSTEr. SbHS
QUIIW LLEMUWE SH6ool L 2 6TEHI LD60T60T60T LIWB S Q& meoor () [6&en
LB RN LTeT. SHeTTeL LMeTWmel SbHSH BHEHOT 66rlHms
60 & L1 LI M) Ml 60T ITe6oT.

@@ BT Saueaml Herallel @@ Cxall Caxmern) 2.6 HFHMS Qb &H
QLEGEMGES emSLUUMM WWerm CHmevel SemLbBSTH. I 6ldHenLl Wl
A& BleomBaummLILL Goeueoor (LD 6T6OT M 6T600T 600T WL [ 6T 60T 60) 60T
CaleT 1985 Q&smeor(@ Weor(GHiL Ueml eeGH&HES eaubSTU. QB
QLESEMGES m&sLLUMMeTTU. 2.6 el Hrsulh BlenmCeum
AL GCLeT. 9UsHEGCa 26T YeonFenl BlaomBammuw aars@ @b
QLT @1 WD ennsg s B aulfluL Gealeor QLD 6T60T M Fn N
LB LOMbHEHE. MG (N LDETSILET gmH Mo Q&Moo LeleT bS5
Gl @ e QLL SLLemeaTLUY &GWeluled 6@ SeuWsSens
MIDG S 9| & vl 6T 'L USmE BleaonmGaummluleueT' 6r6r m
QuUWeT QeueamUiuUBG S ANEHH0 pagm CHall asulh Csallemw
HNrdeagenl Qaulg el LImeor.

ABHS geowd UMM Fapliu@w @eareermdm SHrlus s @ .
FWOTF Q@QousrTuWgy peoTHE&EEHSH G (D6 L @ I ITY 6 & ITe6oT
nrefleougeams CFihg e® wrjearmyg alwururyl ABS QLSHDG
awrmunmy elequwioms abHGHSTH. el Cxal UESF. WHseD
Argeamswns Baurrs eIl sTsHHe sl ieqgs s
oy semersmeT QLIS b FHall. (e &G ampele @Qmbs Quplw
@M 6hHE @M aumflal HOsdEG @6VameVEGU  6T6T LIS S ITer.



A GHOTTLSHTOT HTdhE& @M eaumjlea Gealecor QL eTerT L6 Geum
@QLMBEI&SEHS GW QFarm e sTrlFarnld Nprfsanearsehld 6 & Ul &
bS] @M WD WeTUIT CHal Suewld 26l @QLSHMG
WMUMY FWWHSIOTE 6UbHHBH ST .

ST GalemevdHemeT (NG SL eoT 9hsS WpOWSHHear AmB e
FHWML WIFHHG @armer G 2mmHeE QsTord QO;BD Sl
FHerTallel e CH el GHMerT M, HMT6T ADHSH QL& H 6V 6TaU & 600T & 61 &Yl L
LULIW6 afUUSTHW, HOTdHEG 3BhS Q@QLSEH6D @0 3L6euwlld
SLIGOTT) IS G USHT UTEH WD Henl & Gl 6rermid, &ITeor
AHS QLEH6V UFILILET TadTLUSHMESG SHOLWTETIOMS 36Ul & ool
NPS LT MBS S @@ GuevmenLujl, CHM HMTULD & 600T 5616V
UG erermilh, sbeowll) emng S LNeT 9m DTS 6TH S & ITIFeor LD
Q&Emeoor K IBHS WOWSHOT &HHUGHMOES HMEHEHE Sal T
eTeoT I Foml NI (B e mB & L LmarT.

FHWMeL 2 meHweall &eor NWSSHTH. eearer &FFIIWLD
WHHQHWHS Sl &Heoor (PeT @M GCHmesTul), GuevmenL ujLd
QsIIbH Heor. Searallel QUBSHEH D @TeMOWTS @ @H&H HVTL  6Teor
PO Wer BOHECHT BlemmMW QUTIHEHLW, UFH WL 2 6TemSHl. 3,85 C6l
QLWL S LT eTereor FIFIOWM, FHT NN FHeordh G eumyla
6UIH &6V [H60T 60D & TG 60T 6T60T 6T600T 6001 WU TITUI 3B @& R0 WVWS G
DG ST

AW &L WOS SIS Haraled Henl s s L emeoruiller LG b S
AVUWS SE 5HHOGHMET Ll INMHMEET el HmsECal G 60 emev.
peTTeD  Feorepld @GrUelled B pOWSHH 26TCm QB S
FVMBI M8 @60 C&HL L 66T 600Tl) @ (H& &, 6205 HTET 2 6T G6T 6T 60T 60T & IT 60T
BLER@TMG 66Tl UMTHFLICUTGD eTedT M Sheuedle &Hemeusd Hmb &Ll
UMi& & Sm@G &earalled Coxmearmlw 965 GCGmell HLeTW 9418
QameoT(h QBHESNGES SHeoom(h NNWBSTH. peoTmed ACH GHILO
leeT 6TH& Blemevuled BHLTD g8 Q&meom(H QBHSTCT CH
Blemewulled Femeowm® plaotTmedll LTeT. 9566 @erTm obHs5 Cxal
2 GTET EHLILD QLG&GLWOTLD.

@@ WMEOLILUTHE&GTEN @QLSFH6 AMWDBHSH 2 6T6T IHSH SpevWwld
Quilw oerellel NEHEHEMETE HUFHS 2 6aTensl. @QBHS L|JTeors
HNGHHHTOT USTIHIGET 6TH G HL&H&Hale)emen  6T6or MM LD
QFUH&HET IMersS SN L UL UFHUTWTS Q&Fmev el UL (b
QG UMW LTHES HFHWTHE 2 6TeTH. L6TTeD 6@ 26007 60 L0
GTeOT 0T 6Teorlel 3Hh & CHalluller Flemev eTUSTY HBTMHMTeoT H& S
WOUL LS 66l pTTUFH e VTFHET & 6vor LM H &6 eTeoriy.
A5HCa JemeTall Famild SosUWlearuly ABS peowld 1500



60T (HN&HEHH G WLLULLSTES @& EH Geueoor (LD 6T60T LIS 2 600T 60) LD
ARG M. @@ QUGB LUTemmuiley &meoorliLBGLL Cxalluler & emevGul
L6V WS H 6V o 6T 6 G & &l udl ot &l em 6V W MG LD 6T 60T M)
FLOULOUGRGr ma. @Qrueor(® wWemm ULUHGCeTOMW BTN M IT60oT 196V
GRIMEHe gmULL LUHWLUSEHL eowld PWHas oL LEHTHe LN
Seoor HL) eSS Flev BTLHMGCVCW HL 1 (NS & L L6Tf 6Teore]Ld
Fo L1 UM G 60T 0 Sl

HUTTES HI SHTUBSHETIL WOWSH DSHHET Gel6TeT) &HITH &%
WWIQWTe 2 6Temgl. Haurpms S olulled L6 CGalm @L B &6TIe0 @ 0HH S0
Q@ W& &ET STevelul @ernl STy beoLwnsGel el &
6) 600T MBI (& 6) 60) & QPGS HINTEHSEH Q@ & meoor (h) 9D _GTET6OT . I
rmerlevm &erled CoHell QLW H G6T 2 6T @ LI &6T 3 606Ts B ewGLn
Hurms S lulled B Ll LWeomd: aub & Nonis semer QF Ul
M FLESFTHC s HSH Q&meoor () 2 6TemeTf. G
GRITESH0 QUaTHMMLCW BHSH LUNSEHLD @6aralld H&ImsGe
2 GTETGl. GRIMHH6e L @QLBGMN @QBbs Cselluller SLeuuwlld
O GTETS.

@QbS USW QUMM pevWld) HLEF DML LSH 'DTHTOTINTSE ' 6Tsolld
LGS Uuled oemwbaeners. LY e BaEJlew @oha 100
FCUTWIL L[S G GSemmealTel STTSHH 2 6T6eMSH WTSTETINTS
I @Bs KryTolUOL UGH.



-Goddess Ashapura Devi -
Devi who fulfill ones desire
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Asha Mata Devi temple is located near the township of Jamnagar in the state of
Gujarat. The name of the Goddess in the temple is Ashapura Devi who reportedly
has seven pairs of eyes. Asha in Hindi means desire and hence she is the Devi
who fulfills the wish & desires of all those who trust and believe her. It is believed
that Ashapura Devi is one of aspect of Goddess Annapoorna Devi and the
guardian deity of Kutch. The temple has been constructed in a space of 58 feet
long, 32 feet wide and its height is 52 feet. There is a huge bronze bell weighing
more than 400 kg inside the temple. The history of this temple is known only
through the folk stories.



According to one of the folk tales, while the origin of the shrine is stepped in
antiquity, it is stated that the land on which the temple is located was originally
known as Kumli in the fourteenth century and was under the rule of a dynasty
from Kutch region. Ghulam Shah alias Jam Udja attempted to capture this
Kingdom many a times, but failed every time he invaded. In one such attempt,
when the army of Ghulam Shah entered this area, the entire fleet of soldiers lost
their eye sight. Scared of losing their eyes, somehow the soldiers managed to
run away from there. After few years, the son of the same King, namely
Bamanayaji invaded and captured the Kingdom. The ruler ran away.

One day an unknown goddess appeared in his dream and said 'Your father tried
to capture this Kingdom and failed, but because you prayed me before invading
the territory, you won the war with my blessings. Since | fulfilled your wish, you
have to build a temple for me and worship me there. The Goddess disappeared
thereafter. The King did not waste time further and constructed a temple for the
Devi and worshipped her. He named it as Asha Devi temple, Asha meaning the
goddess who fulfill the wishes.

There is another folk story told on this temple. About twenty thousand years
ago, a Marwari trader visited to this place in connection with his business. He was
also a staunch worshiper of the same Devi. He used to observe fast during
Navaratri function but his only agony was that he had no heir. Hence he used to
visit several temples to offer prayers seeking an heir to him.

After finishing his work, he rested under the shade of a tree near the present
temple site. As he was fast asleep the goddess appeared in his dream and
informed him that he would beget an issue very soon with her blessings provided
he agreed to build a small temple for her so that she could sit there to bless the
people. However she put a condition that after building the temple, it should not
be opened for next six months. In order to build confidence and belief in him
she indicated that a coconut and upper clothe of a female would be seen near
the tree. After saying so she disappeared.

The businessman was fast asleep due to tiredness when he got the dream. When
he woke up, he was surprised to find the same two items lying at a distance.
Immediately he felt that his dream would come true in respect of begetting a heir



and therefore he built a temple in the place as directed by the goddess in his
dream.

After he established the temple he did not open the doors of the temple for
many months though he used to hear the noise of dancing from inside quite
often. One day when he constantly heard the sound of instruments and dancing,
out of curiosity he opened the door to find the same goddess who appeared in
his dream dancing there. However the moment he opened the door the goddess
abruptly stopped her dance and remained non-moving in the same dancing
position. Hence the Devi inside the temple is seen even today in the same
dancing posture as was seen by the businessman.

The temple is situated on a hillock attracting lots of devotees. Though no
inscriptions or written texts are available on the history of the temple, the above
story is spread by devotees only by word of mouth stories till date. However the
archeological experts opine that the analysis of the statue indicate that it may
have been installed sometime in the nineth century, thus establishing the belief
that the temple may be as old as 1500 years. The image of the deity has been
carved out on a huge rock. Over centuries, the temple has suffered severe
damages due to earthquakes and reportedly been rebuilt in the next few days.

During Navratri period, the temple is flooded with devotees who walk all the way
from their home. Major parts of the devotees are female. Besides the Jadeja
community in Gujarat, many other communities too worship her as their family
deity called Kuladevi. There are many temples for Ashapura Devi in Gujarat.

This famous temple is situated in Matanamadh in the district of Kutch. From Bhuj
one can travel to Matanamadh which is less than 100 KM by transport.



