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Swami Shri Samarth fondly called by people as Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami was
spiritual master in Lord Dattathreya Tradition who lived during the nineteenth century.
Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami is widely considered to be the fourth incarnation of Lord
Dattathreya and incarnated after the demise of Sree Narasimha Saraswathi, another
spiritual master in the Dattathreya sect. Some believe that Akkalkot Shri Samarth

Swami was incarnation of Shri Nrusimha Saraswathi Swamiji.

His parentage and origins remain obscure similar to Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi and Shri

Gajanan Maharaj of Shegaon both in Maharashtra. According to one legend, once



when a disciple asked Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami about his birth, Akkalkot Shri

Samarth Swami told him that he had originated from a banyan tree.

Some theories suggest that Shri Nrusimha Saraswathi Swamiji, after helping and
spiritually uplifting a large number of people went away to the Himalayas and
remained in samadhi state of meditation for over three hundred years. With the
passage of time a huge anthill grew over him covering him completely and none knew
that he was inside the ant hill. One day accidentally a woodcutter’s axe while cutting
forest trees fell on the anthill inside the bushy area disturbing the meditation of Shri
Nrusimha Saraswathi Swamiji who opened his eyes and casually came out of the
anthill as if nothing had happened, but appeared in newer form as Akkalkot Shri
Samarth Swami who calmly told the wood cutter that his time to resume his spiritual

mission had come as per divine will.

Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami was first seen near Khandoba temple, Akkalkot in district
Solapur of Maharashtra. Before he reached Akkalkot he is believed to have visited
Himalayas, China, Tibet, Nepal, Puri, Banaras, Hardwar, Girnar and Rameswaram.

He treated Muslims, Christians and other caste people alike. His kindness was always
bestowed on the poor, needy and the downtrodden people. He used to celebrate
both Hindu and Muslim festivals like Dusshehra and Moharram etc. His miracles were

many some of which are narrated below.

Once, on his visit to a place called Rampur, a devotee named Rawaiji, cooked food for
50 people to celebrate the visit of Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami. However, hearing the
news of the arrival of Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami hundreds of people from the
neighbouring villages arrived at the village. Seeing the huge gathering at his doorstep,

Rawaji became panicky. Noticing it Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami asked Rawaji to get



two empty vessels. When the vessels were brought Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami put
two idols of Khandoba and Goddess Annapurna in them and asked the chapattis be
piled over them. Rawaji and his wife were asked to carry these vessels and
circumambulate the thulsi tree thrice and then begin feeding people. When food
began to be served, Rawaji and his wife were amazed to see that the food vessel never
exhausted even after several thousand people were served. They could not
understand how the food prepared for less than 50 people could be served for over

thousand people.

In the year 1872, the Kumba Mela the grand function which used to be held every
twelve years was performed in Nashik. One Shri Vamanbhuva Patokar, one of the
disciples of Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami visited Triambakeswar Devi temple and after
performing pooja to the deity, requested the priest whether he could give to him the
garland of betel leaves put around the neck of the deity. The priest who knew that the
devotee was disciple of Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami sarcastically suggested that he
better take it with the powers of Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami. Feeling insulted, the
disciple when wholeheartedly prayed to Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami, the garland
instantly came flying from the neck of the deity and adorned the neck of the devotee
who demanded it. The Priest felt humiliated and stood ashamed seeing the divine

power of Swamiji.

Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami was able to read the past, present and future of those
who visited him. Once a potter named Baba Sahib, the disciple of Shri Swamiji came
to meet him. While conversing, Swamiji suddenly commented that his time was over.
The poor potter who knew the language and inner meaning of what Swamiji uttered
fell in his feet, held it tightly pleading with him to save his life so that he could continue

to serve him for some more time. Moved by his devotion Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami



looked-up towards the sky and muttered something as if he was speaking to someone
invisible. Suddenly, he pointed out his hand towards a bull passing nearby and said in
a loud voice ‘take it for now’ and the bull instantly fell dead. Thus Swamiji through his
divine power temporarily halted the impending death of the potter for some more

time.

Akkalkot Shri Samarth Swami is also believed to have visited Manik nagar to meet Shri
Manik Prabhu, who was another incarnate of Lord Dattathreya and contemporary to
Shri Samarth Swamiji. A reference is seen in the biography of Shri Manik Prabhu that
Shri Samarth Swamiji claimed Shri Manik Prabhu as his brother and stayed with him
for over six months in Manik Nagar. Most of the time, the two divine personalities sat
under a cluster fig tree (Audumbar) and conversed for several hours on spirituality.

One day Shri Samarth Swamigal indicated about his intention to disappear from the
world and sat on Mahasamadhi telling his disciples that nobody should feel sorry and
weep for his departure since he would continue to remain in Akkalkot in invisible form
blessing the devotees. Before he attained samadhi he gave his slipper to one of his
devotees and asked him to worship the same as if he was offering worship to him in

physical form.
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