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The temples built by

Pandava Brothers
Santhipriya

The epic Mahabharata war ended. The Pandavas lost peace of mind because they
felt guilty that they were responsible for the killing their own kith and kins.
Therefore realizing that they can no more rule the country in peace, they handed
over the powers of Kingdom to Parikshit and went on pilgrimage to seek blessings
from Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu to get rid of the Brahmahathi Dosha accrued by

them due to the killing of their own descendants.



Proceeding towards Himalayas first, they reached Garhwal (today's Uttaranchal) on
the side of the Himalayas. Lord Shiva, who did not wish to meet them, disguised
in the form of a cow and mingled up with the cows gazing there. Yet he could not
escape the attention of his devotees, especially Beema, one of the Pandava
brothers who quickly identified the Lord, ran towards the Cow and attempted to
catch it, but only the tail could be caught. In the struggle to free himself from the
clutches of Beema, Lord Shiva's body tore into several pieces and fell in different
places in Garhwal. His hands fell in Tunganath, face in Rudranath, back in
Kedarnath and other parts in Kalpeshwar, and Madhyamaheshwar. Subsequently
the Pandava brothers raised worship places (mini temples) for Shiva in those
places and offered prayers to the Lord who blessed them to get relieved of many
of sins accrued by them and advised them to get the remaining relieved from Lord
Vishnu. In view of the same, the Pandava brothers proceeded to the southern side

to get relief from Lord Vishnu.

When they reached the banks of the river Pampa in Kerala, an unknown voice from
the space asked them to worship Lord Vishnu in and around that area. Therefore
the Pandava brothers constructed worship places (mini temples) in central
Travancore region of Kerala - Thrichitat, Thiruppuliyoor, Thiruvaranmula,
Thiruvanvandoor, Thrikkodithanam in Kerala and worshipped Lord Vishnu. Each
one of the Pandava brothers installed idols of Lord Vishnu separately on the banks
of the Pampa in the above mentioned places. Yudhistara established mini temple
in Thrichitat, Beema established in Thiruppuliyoor, Arjuna in Thiruvaranmula,
Nakula in Thiruvanvandoor and Sakadeva in Thrikkodithanam, offered worship and

got rid of the remaining sins. It is believed that offering the worship at all these



five temples on the same day is especially meritorious. The Pandava temples are
included in the 108 Divya Desam temples. Actually the five Pandava temples came
up in Kaliyug after the disappearance of Lord Krishna who advised the Pandava

brothers to pursue the spiritual path to atone the sins of killing their kins and kiths.

Duryodhana is the eldest of the Kaurava brothers. He tried to destroy Pandava
brothers by deceit and attempted to outrage the modesty of Draupadi in public
without even considering her to be a female. However he was also possessed with
few other good qualities. There are few temples in India where Duryodan is
worshiped. One such temple is in Kollam District in Kerala and is called Malanada
Duryodhana Temple. Malanada is located at a distance of 14 km from
Sasthamcottara and 27 km from Alamkadavu. In the said temple besides
Duryodhana others like Karna, Drona, Sakuni and Bhisma are also worshiped. This
is the only temple in South India which is dedicated to Duryodan who is worshiped
as Malayappooppan, but the temple has no idol but only a platform. This temple
has no idols of Duryodhan and only a raised platform which is called Mandapam is
built in which one can sit and meditate or pray to Duryodan. Similarly there are
few temples where Duryodhan is worshiped is in Uttarakhand in North India. Many
in the village where the temple exist, have their surname as Duryodhana. The
prime pundit of the temple belongs to the Kurava community though the temple

is looked after by members from Nair, Kurava and Esava communities.
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