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Buddhist Stories

Santhipriya

Once Sri Lanka was ruled by a King called Devaprasanna. He was well behaved
King but atheist and did not believe God and the theory that he pervade
everywhere and omni present. Inspite of seeking answer from several scholars
and saints on divine he could not get satisfactory answers to his doubts on God.
Therefore he announced a big reward to anyone who could satisfactorily clear his

doubts on divine.

One of the Monks visited his capital and the King asked the same question to
him ‘Where is God, which direction he looks at a particular time and in which form

does he exist ?



The Monk smiled and told the King that he would clear his doubts the next day.
The Monk came next day and asked the King to get him a bowlful of milk and a
big can of salt water. When they were given to the Monk, he started stirring the
bowl with milk with his finger curiously looking something inside the milk and in
between searched for something inside the salt water can. Curious King asked
him what was he searching instead of clearing his doubts. The Monk told the

King that he was searching for the butter and salt in the can.

The King laughed and ridiculed him telling that no doubt the milk had the invisible
butter inside, but it could only be seen if the milk is converted into curd and
churned. Similarly unless the can of salt water is processed and allowed to dry the
salt cannot be seen. The Monk coolly replied ‘Oh, King, similar to how the
invisible butter cannot be seen in the milk unless it is first converted into curd and
then churned and the salt water processed to separate the invisible salt, the divine
which exist everywhere in invisible form cannot be seen unless those who desire
to see him believe in God, then with devotion pray to him in proper manner
when the invisible God would certainly appear before them'. The embarrassed
King asked the Monk 'Ok, | agree with your views for a minute, but clear me my
second doubt. Everyone tells me that God is omnipresent and pervade
everywhere, but could you tell me in which direction the divine who reportedly

pervade in the universe is looking at right now?".

The Monk asked the King to bring an oil lamp and lit up the lamp in a dark room.

He then asked the King ‘Before | clear your doubt, Oh, King please tell me



precisely in which direction the rays of the light is travelling?” The King had no
answer except to tell that the light rays travel all around as the radiance of the
light brightened all sides. The monk said ‘Similar to the light of the lamp which
is able to light up all sides together in one go, the God who is omnipresent, can
look all directions simultaneously as he is light of this universe. When you can
see the light rays travelling on all sides in one go, why cannot God look all sides
simultaneously? Therefore be sure that he is presently looking in all directions

simultaneously’.

To the third doubt of the King - in which form God exist- the monk demonstrated
the answer in a different manner. He asked the King whether he can tell the
appearance of the soul which is inside his body? The King again ridiculed the
monk to tell that unless his soul came out, how could he tell its shape or form?
Secondly once the soul comes out the body the man dies and how could then he
tell its appearance or shape? The Monk asked the King in the event he takes out
his (Monk’s) soul and made to travel before him before entering into another
dead body, whether he would be able to see and tell its shape and form ? The
King immediately accepted the challenge thinking that the monk cannot take out
his own soul, lest he would die and therefore he was diverting the topic. The King
did not know that most of the Buddha monks who were direct disciples of Lord
Buddha were enlightened souls and they can take out their souls from their body,
and come back again after travelling somewhere on spiritual journey. The Monk
asked the King to get a dead bird in a cage. The King was confused as to why he
was asking for a dead bird be brought in a cage. In any case, the same was done

and the Monk asked to King to watch his soul travel from his body and enter into



the bird and come back again to enter into his body. After saying so the Monk
sat in a chair. Suddenly the dead bird in the cage started fluttering and shouting
inside the cage having got its life back while the body of the Monk in the chair
remained motionless and everyone screamed that he had died. Few minutes
passed in chaos, when suddenly the bird which was fluttering and shouting fell

dead again and the Monk got up.

The Monk smilingly asked the King what was the form of the soul which travelled
from his body to enter into the bird and come back again. The King had no answer
to offer as nothing was visible since the soul had no form. The Monk clarified to
the King that when one cannot even know in which form his own soul inside his
own body exist or see the soul of others, how could one attempt to see the God
or question in which form the God existed? The King realized his foolishness on

divine and apologized to the Monk for his ignorance and arrogance.



