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Goddess Plague Amman

Temple
Santhipriya

It is not uncommon to find people afflicted with measles go to the temples of
Goddess Mariamman, Goddess Seethala Matha and Goddess Renuka Devi praying
for relief from the dreaded disease irrespective of their caste, where they lived,
whether in the villages or in the city. This has been the long followed tradition over
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centuries. Though the modern medication helped in eradicating the measles, the
fear in the minds of people that they would incur the wrath of Mariamman family of
deities, if they are not offered prayers during the pandemic has not vanished.
Following such tradition, in Bangalore people have worshiped an unknown deity
called Plague Amman in the 18th century when the city was gripped by the dreaded
disease. The people worshiped the unknown deity and even built a small temple for
her to escape her wrath since several thousands of people have died of the dreaded
disease called Plague. Though some call Plague Amman as Goddess Rajarajeswari
Amman, she is not the same Goddess Rajarajeswari who is worshiped in Sri Chakra. It
Is quite possible that Goddess Plague Amman could be a demi or semi Goddess
manifested from Goddess Rajarajeswari because most of the Goddess Mariamman
group of deities including Goddess Rajarajeswari are incarnates of Goddess Parvathi
only. Therefore the Goddess Plague Amman could also belong to Goddess
Mariamman group of deities though nothing is mentioned about her manifestation
in any texts of the Puranas or stories in Mythologies or even in folk tales. Only
localized folk lore on Goddess Plague Amman is told in Bangalore surrounding those

temple areas.

Small information about Plague. This dreaded disease spread through Bacteria,
mainly spread by rats and mosquitoes. The disease is of three type and the most
dreaded one amongst them is black plague. It caused small blisters to appear all
over the body from which blood would begin to ooze slowly followed by severe
cold, fever and vomiting. In the next one or two days, the affected person meet

death. Inspite of advancements in medication, the menace raised its head here and



there, but one thing was certain. Those afflicted with the dreaded disease has not
survived. The disease caused wide spread havoc by taking away several thousand
lives in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Mumbai, Calcutta and Hyderabad. People have

experienced the horrific effect of the Plague in the years 1896 till 1899.

In the year 1898, a Railway employee who travelled from somewhere brought the
disease to Bangalore and quickly it spread everywhere. None including the
concerned Railway employee were aware that he was the carrier of the disease.
When the epidemic spread uncontrollably, severe restrictions were imposed for
people to enter in the cities affected by the disease. Those who had to travel
needed something like Visa to enter cities or towns and they were also forced to
bring certificate of inoculation against the disease. The city began to see exodus
including the Europeans who lived in those cities and places. Bangalore looked like a

deserted city.

When efforts of the Govt failed to control the disease, unable to bear the brunt of
the disease, the elders in the areas such as Thyagaraja Nagar and Siddapura began
to pray to an unknown deity called Goddess Plague amman whose wrath on account
of the folks who insulted the spiritual practices, ignored divine worship, indulged in
unfair acts prejudicial to the norms of culture etc reportedly brought the disease. The
trend of praying the unknown deity became wide spread in those areas where the

dreaded disease showed its ugly face.



In order to appease the anger of the unknown deity which came to be called the
Goddess of Plague (Plague Amman) spread and the people constructed small
worship place to offer worship similar to the one performed to Goddess Mariamman
group of deities. The unknown deity Plague Amman reportedly appeared in the
dream of one of the folks and directed him to worship her along with others if at all
they needed relief from the horrific effects of the said disease. It is not known
whether the said Goddess Plague Amman belong to the group of Goddess
Mariamman, but the faith on her was wide spread and firm. Nevertheless, based on
the directive received in the dream of the devotee, many of the folks in Bangalore

surrendered to the unknown deity-Plague Amman and began to offer worship.

As advised by the elders, people started putting floral designs in their entrance
carrying a caption reading ‘Plagammaa, please come tomorrow’ with vermillion and
rice powder, placed a lighted oil lamp made of lemon. They visited the worship place
of Goddess Plague Amman on Fridays and offered worship by lighting oil lamp
made of lemon there also, further praying her to prohibit her ganas from entering
into their home. Seeing such unwelcome act of invite, the deva ganas of Goddess of
Plague never entered in those houses where such display were there, thus bringing

the cruelty of the disease to an end in few days.

The Goddess Plague Amman temple in Thyagaraja Nagar (Sri Rajarajeswari Plague
Amman Temple, 2" Block, 2"¥ main Road, Thyagaraja Nagar, and Bangalore) appears
to be as old as 100 to 150 years. Two small square rock stones enshrined there were

initially worshipped as unknown Goddess Plague Amman though subsequently the



idol of Goddess Rajarajeswari has also been enshrined. The second temple for
Goddess Plagammaa is in the road leading to Jigni in the Bannerghatta main road
near Anekal taluk. However the photography has been prohibited inside the temple.
Even today people visit these two temples and offer worship by placing lighted oil
lamp made of Lemon. These two temples stand testimony to the dreaded disease

Plague which ruined the city in 18™ century.
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