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RULIOLSSTY. T ImIG 6@ LSS VSHTLETD GQ&FUSTIITLD.
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Adichunchanagiri Lord Kala
Bhairava Temple

Santhipriya

w2

Py -
=3

NS S
< y A
. a

Adichunchanagiri, also called Mahasamsthana Math, is a hill township in

Nagamangala in, Mandya District of Karnataka, about 100 km from Bangalore

and situated at a height of 3,300 feet, surrounded by dense forest. A magnificent
temple called Adichunchanagiri Kalabhairava Temple has been built there by Sri
Sri Balagangadhara Maha Swamiji, after he assumed charge as the 71st Prelate of
Sri Adisunsunagiri. He is no more and attained samadhi in the year 1973. Many
leading personalities used to visit him for his advice on spirituality and pubilic life.
Besides Shri Shri Swami focused on the basic needs of the rural people, both to

uplift their education and lead a disease-free life.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagamangala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandya_District

It is believed that several centuries ago Lord Shiva performed penance in the
nearby jungle, during which time he annihilated two demon brothers called
Chuncha and Kancha who tortured and troubled people in the nearby villages for
a long time. As per a legend Lord Adi Rudra (Lord Shiva in another form)
established the community called Nath and handed over the Kshetra to a Siddha
Yogi who subsequently established a Mutt here. The place where Lord Shiva
meditated is called Jwala Peet i.e Fire Peet. After annihilating those two demons,
Lord Shiva assured people that he would continue to reside in Adichunchanagiri
in the form of Pancha Lingas - Lord Gangadhareshwara, Lord
Chandramouleshwara, Lord Malleshwara, Lord Siddeshwara, and Lord
Someshwara- to guard and bless the people who visit there. Hence the place also
came to be known as ‘Pancha Linga Kshetra'. As per the folklore the Shiva purana

has references on this Kshetra.

There is an interesting story on the greatness of this site. Once upon a time there
lived a King nearby to Adichunchanagiri. Since he had no progeny, he prayed to
Lord Shiva that he would offer a cradle made of bamboo to him if he got a child.
He sent his servants to bring bamboo sticks from the nearby forest to build a
cradle and when they went to the forest to cut few bamboo trees in a bush, blood
strains were seen in their swords followed by an unknown voice from the air
which told the servants that Lord Shiva was on penance there and since they had
unnecessarily cut the bush where the Lord was in penance, they should go back
and tell their King to construct an temple on that spot to get rid of the curse

befallen on his Kingdom due to that heinous act. Further the unknown voice



warned them that while going back, if they turn back to see the place again, they
would lose their life. But after walking some distance when the frightened
servants turned back to see whether someone is following them, they fell dead.
Hence as mark of respect to both of them two human statues have been

enshrined in the entrance of the temple.

His holiness Sri Sri Balagangadhara Maha Swamiji, has built this wonderful Lord
Kalabhairava Temple which has encompassed more than hundred statues of Lord
Shiva in various postures. Sixty-four different statues of Lord Kala Bhairava have
also been enshrined inside the temple. The height of the prime deity is eleven
feet and another interesting aspect inside the temple has been the statue for
Lord Nagalingeswar which is 23 feet high and seated in the next sanctum to Lord
Kala Bhairava. On the left side sanctum of the sanctum of Lord Kala Bhairava is
Goddess Sthambika Devi. Those with no progeny or their marriage proposals
getting delayed, come there and worship the Goddess here seeking her grace to

remove their hurdles and to get progeny.

The prime Lord worshipped in the Adichunchanagiri Kalabhairava Temple has
been Lord Gangadhareshwara. The unique feature of the temple is that instead
of Divine Nandi, a Divine Dog has been enshrined in front of the sanctum
sanctorum of Lord kala Bhairava since dog has been the divine vehicle carrier of

Lord Kala Bhairava.

The temple is about 275 feet wide and 175 feet long and has four entrances. The

main entrance gate is built at a height of 100 meters. The royal tower at the



entrance of the temple is also one hundred feet high. The devotees who visit the
temple take bath in the holy water gushing out of the hair of Lord
Gangadeeswara, who is seated several feet high in the upper part of the nearby

river to ward off their ignorance and wipe away their sins.



