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The story of Lord Guber
Santhipriya
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There is misconception that Goddess Lakshmi is Goddess of wealth, while the
fact is otherwise. Lord Guber is keeper of wealth and Goddess Lakshmi is
Goddess of fortune. Goddess Lakshmi grants wealth and Lord Guber account
them and distribute them as directed, as the wealth is under the custody of
Lord Guber. Since the meaning of both fortune and wealth are associated and
interlinked with each other, the misconception is wide spread.



It is surprising that an important deity like Lord Guber has not been widely
worshipped in Vedic period, and only in the later years, his importance has
been realized and in few of the temples his worship has also begun. Lord
Guber is one divine who has been accepted as Lord of wealth, happiness and
fortune, but in different names and slight change in appearance in all three
religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism and in Jainism.

Lord Guber's appearance was quite different from that of other divines as he
appear with deformed body like a dwarf. He is featured with three legs and set
of only eight teeth and one of his eye is distinctly smaller than the other in
Hinduism while in other religions, he is seen in the posture of laughter, but a
short, stout personality.

Originally Lord Guber was not considered divine, not even semi or demi god or
celestial in status. He got the status of demi god much later. He belonged to
the clan of the Rakshasas (Demons or Asuric forces) who ruled the then Lanka
before Demon King Ravan took over the reins after overthrowing Lord Guber
who had a magic chariot which did wonders including generating wealth.
Guber's half-brothers were Ravana, Kumbhakarna and Vibhishana, all three of
Ramayana fame. Ravan stole magic chariot Pushpaka from Lord Guber since it
not only flew anywhere one desired, but also gave enormous wealth to the one
who possessed it. Ravan misused it to further his nefarious activities during
Ramayana era. However after the war ended Lord Ram ensured that Lord
Guber got back his chariot.

There is an interesting story on how Lord Guber got one of his eyes impaired,
body deformed and attained divine status. Once when Lord Guber went to
Mount Kailas, he happened to see Lord Shiva spending happy moments with
his consort with Goddess Parvathi. Amazed to see the splendour and beauty of
Goddess Parvathi, one of his eyes winked itself in admiration of her beauty as
he drooled. Goddess Parvathi mistook that he looked at her with drooling
eyes out of lust and cursed that he would always look ugly. Immediately he
turned into a ventricose dwarf displaying ugly teeth and lost all nine kinds of
wealth.

In order to overcome the curse, he went to the present Tirukolur temple site
(which is in Tirunelveli district in Tamilnadu, India) which was a forest then and
penanced seeking pardon. Tirukolur temple is one out of 108 Divya Desam
temples. When the Goddess appeared before him, Lord Guber pleaded with



Goddess Parvathi to forgive him and explained that he had not seen the
Goddess with any evil intention and his eyes winked out of anxiety. Accepting
his plea, Goddess Parvathi forgave Guber and blessed his eye grew back, but it
was smaller than the other one. Further taking pity on him he was rewarded to
be the guard of Northern direction and lord to control and maintain the
wealth and material of Goddess Lakshmi. Thus he attained divine in status.

As per another legend Goddess Parvathi after partially removing the curse on
his appearance asked him to pray to Lord Vishnu to get back the wealth since
he was custodian of Nidhi called wealth. Hence Lord Guber went to Tirukolur
temple site which was a forest then and prayed to Perumal (Lord Vishnu) and
got the lost wealth redeemed.

Since Lord Guber was deformed and faced difficulty in moving around. Lord
Brahma took pity on him and ordered Viswakarma, the architect of the divines
to build an aerial chariot called Pushpaka Vimana in which he moved and
threw jewels and other precious objects to people who prayed to him to aid
them avert poverty.

One other legend tells that it was Lord Brahma who gave Lord Guber the
status of divine after Lord Guber, who was half-brother to Ravan, Lord Guber
performed stringent penance seeking boon of divine status from Lord Brahma.
In yet an other legend, Lord Guber was a dwarf and attempted to rob a Shiva
temple in mid of night and his effort did not succeed. However seeing his
perseverance, pleased Lord Shiva granted him the divine status.

Once Lord Venkateswara who was incarnate of Lord Vishnu, took loan from
Lord Guber to meet his marriage expenses with Goddess Lakshmi, in the
presence of Lord Shiva and Lord Brahma promising that the principle amount
would be repaid to him till which time his devotees (of Lord Venkateswara)
would continue to pay the interest on behalf of Lord Venkateswara in Kaliyug.
(The detailed story can be read in Venkatachalapathi Charithra). In view of this
in Tirupathi Tirumala temple (Tirupathi Balaji temple in India) the offers of the
devotees go to wipe off Lord Vishnu's loan and is therefore their offerings
remain spiritually meritorious.



