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Curse to Lord Yama
Santhipriya

Vithura was son of a maid who was serving in the palace of a King in Hasthinapura.
Vithura was reportedly none other than Yama, the Lord of Death who was born as
maid’s son on account of a curse given by Sage Mandavya. The story of how Yama

took birth as Vithura goes like this.

Once, Sage Mandavya was on meditation observing complete silence in a corner of
his hermitage when the servants of the King came near the hermitage chasing the
robbers who had stolen some ornaments from the Palace. In order to escape, the
robbers hid those ornaments in the hermitage of Sage Mandavya and ran away from
there which was not known to the Sage. When the servants of the King could not find
them out, they asked the meditating Sage about the robbers, but since the sage was
in deep meditation, he did not answer the call of the servants and they presumed that

the Sage was also part of the gang of thieves and entered into the hermitage without



permission and searched his place. When they found the ornaments, there they
unjustly placed him over a sharp pointed wooden stake which was firmly fixed on the
ground on suspicion of a theft of royal jewellery. The wooden stake was very sharp
on top and kept on increasing in thickness till bottom similar to the wooden stake
used for cruelly killing the one who had committed a crime. The body of those who
are placed on top of the stake would slowly come down, blood oozing from the body,
causing enormous pain to the punished, killing them inch by inch. The meditating
Sage opened his eyes to realize what happened as he was alive for a long time due to
his ascetic merit and went to Lord Yama Dharma seeking justice as he had been

wrongly punished and sought to know the reason for his humiliation.

Lord Yama told him that the Sage in his childhood used to kill the insects and small
creatures by piercing needles into their body or pricking them with sharp pins, hence
he had to undergo the same kind of torture in the present birth as punishment.
However the Sage was unconvinced with the explanation of Lord Yama and cursed
him that he would be born a son of a maid and undergo physical and mental torture
for having disproportionately awarded punishment to him for a crime committed in
his childhood without even considering the old age and his ascetic merit. As per the
curse of Sage Mandavya Lord Yama had to take birth as King Vithura and undergo
several tortures in his life and had to remain without any right to rule, and suffer a
long life playing a second fiddle to his brother Dhritarashtra. With the death of Vithura

the curse on Lord Yama ended.
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