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Off Airport Road in Domlur is one of the oldest temples called

Chokkanathar Swamy Temple, tucked in a by lane, not very far from the



main Domlur Road. The temple stands on a high base and probably is
in the center of the locality and once a prominent structure. It is stated
to be the 10 century temple build by the Cholas. The Chola Kings have
constructed many temples for Lord Shiva and few for Lord Vishnu too
one of which has been Chokkanathar temple in Bangalore. Chokka is
usually the name of Lord Shiva, but the temple is Lord Vishnu's temple
who is seated here as Lord Chokkanathar. Chokka in Telugu means

beautiful and hence the Lord seated here is beautiful god.

The legend of the temple goes like this. A great Rishi once did intense
penance at the present temple site to get the blessings of Lord Vishnu for
the benefit of locals here. Pleased with his penance, Lord Vishnu appeared
before him and commanded the Rishi to install a Divya Vigraha (Main
Statue) so that the locals can regularly worship and fulfill their wishes. The
people should also not forget to perform the final rites after death to
attain moksha. Accordingly the Rishi ensured that the Main deity was
installed at an elevated place in such a manner that the Main deity always
receive the radiance of the cosmic energy and radiance from all eight
directions at all times. The temple was constructed facing east so that the
sun rays fall on the Main deity at sun rise during Uttharayana (End of
February to first week of March) and Dakshinayana ( End of August to first

week of September) respectively.

People who worship the Lord and carry out the circumambulation around

the temple are blessed with his grace and get their wishes fulfilled. This is



the only temple in Bangalore possessing Pranic energy. Another popular
belief is that the sanctum was earlier a cave and a five-headed snake
used to guard its jewels. To keep thieves away, the doors were kept small

and it was built in such a manner that minimum light was let into it.

Once you enter into the temple, you can see a small shrine of Lord
Ganesha on the left hand side and another small shrine of Lord
Anjaneya on the right side. Both have been added in later period. The
sanctum of Lord Chokkanathar is found on elevated plain by the side of
those two small shrines. The elevated building is inbuilt with three tier
chambers one after the other. The first of the three is called Artha
Mandap {Intermediary space between the temple exterior and the
sanctum sanctorum}. The hall of Meditation follow the next, where three
specific areas can be seen which according to the temple priest are
meant for meditation which gives special energy. A small passage
follow the meditation hall and finally the sanctum sanctorum where the

Main Lord is seated.

The temple has been built by King Chola after conquering Yelahanka
Nadu (now a part of Bangalore), which was a flourishing town in the
then period of Chola regime. Though the Chola Kings were followers
of Lord Shiva, it is unique that they have built this temple for the benefit

of Vaishnavites.

The unique aspect of the temple is that the idols enshrined in the prime

sanctum is Lord Chokkanathar, his consorts Goddess Sri devi and



Goddess Bhoo devi, all of whom have been made of Saligramas stone
brought from river Gandagi of Nepal where divine Saligramas are
found. The Saligramas stone is the most sacred stone worshipped by
Vaishnavas. Goddess Bhoo Devi had a small chip off her nose. To correct
this, the entire figure was scraped and another has been done. Similarly
the same was done to the other consort Sri Devi too. There is also equally
beautiful Utsava Murthy (Procession idols) of Chokka Narayana swamy

with Sri and Bhoo Devi.

On Saturday special pooja called Thirumanjanam is performed.
Thirumanjanam meaning expression of reverence to the divine by
offering ceremonial bath with scented oil to the deities in the
Vaishnavite temples in south India. It seems that there was a large

basement hall below the sanctum, but it remains closed now.

As you come down from the sanctum of Lord Chokkanathar and
circumambulate the temple, on the outer parameter you can find five
specific spots which are marked in colour square. They are called Pranic
energy points and when one stand on those points and meditate they
can feel the increase in the Pranic energy. Just a furlong further is an
Anjaneya temple and it is said that if a line is to be drawn the head of his

deity is positioned beneath the feet of Lord Chokkanathaswamy.

The pillars have beautiful images carved on them some of which include
scenes from Ramayana and the fight between Sugriva and Vali. The ten

incarnations of Lord Vishnu —called Dasavathar- is found engraved in



the pillars of the temple. The pillars depict scenes of Kolatta (a play
with sticks accompanied with singing and dancing) and demi gods. On
one side of the temple wall is seen inscriptions on the temple in Granda,
Kannada and in Tamil. The temple is rich in Dravidian architecture. The
Vijayanagar style Navaranga pillars and the front mandap are

architectural delights.

The whole of the Chola belongings of Bangalore were in the lllaipakka
Nadu (present day Yelahanka) of Rajendra Solavala Nadu
(Gangaikondachola). Domlur itself was earlier referred to as Tombalur

and as Desimanikkapattanam in the inscriptions.



